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            The events of 11 Sep 01 has changed the future of transportation for 

            years to come. The frequency of flights will decrease, security will 

            be stepped up to unprecedented levels, and insurance costs to the 

            air carriers will soar. These costs will be passed on to the 

            consumer and the cost of airline tickets will increase enormously. 

            Additionally, fear of flying may become epidemic. 

            During the early decades of commercial aviation, flying was 

            restricted to the wealthy. It may become so again, for those who 

            dare. 

            Up until the late fifties, the wealthy flew; the rest of us took a 

            train or bus. There was regularly scheduled passenger service across 

            the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans by ship. As the cost of air travel 

            decreased such passenger service was curtailed and the ships 

            converted to service the burgeoning cruise industry.

            It does not take a Nostredamus, considering the facts, to predict 

            that the travel industry and the preferences of the traveling public 

            are in for an upheaval.

            Passenger rail service, virtually nonexistent (in Canada) in recent 

            years will need to be reinstated. Demand for cross country bus 

            service will increase and most likely many cruise ships will be 

            relegated to regularly scheduled passenger runs.

            Ripples from the events of Sep 11 are spreading. Where and how far 

            they will spread is unknown. What is certain is that we are facing 

            an uncertain future, full of dangers but also the possibility of 

            positive change. Unfortunately, our leaders are probably not wise 

            enough to take advantage of them.
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