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PREFACE

SO MANY requests from professional men all over the country have reached us asking for this work or that published by the far-famed Kama Shastra Society of London and Benares {NOTE: The Society brought out the following: Kama Sutra by Vatsyayana, 1883; Ananga Ranga by Kalyana Malla, 1885; The Arabian Nights by Burton, 1885‑1886; The Perfumed Garden by Cheikh Nefzaoui, 1886; The Beharistan by Jami, 1887; The Gulistan by Sadi, 1888; The Nigaristan by Jawini (date unknown).} that we have decided to re‑issue some of them in small, limited editions. The present volume is the first of these to make its appearance under the Panurge Press imprint.

It is hardly necessary to explain that Sir Rich​ard Burton, the author of The Sotadic Zone, has done more than anyone else to draw aside the veil concealing the esoteric mysteries of sexuol​ogy. This curious and authoritative livret on ped​erasty appeared in his remarkable Terminal Essay to the original edition of the Arabian Nights.

The publication of this Kama Shastra edition created a furor which shook the foundations of literary England, then at the crest of Victorian prudery. The Sotadic Zone was acidly attacked in press and pulpit by old women in crinolines and blue‑nosed censors in petticoats.

Burton at the time defended himself in words which have long since passed into common currency: "To those critics who complain of my raw vulgarisms and puerile indecencies, I can reply only by quoting what Dr. Johnson said to the lady who complained of the naughty words in his dictionary: 'You must have been looking for them, Madam!'"

But there is a justification deeper than any facetious reply. And Burton, to whom peace and quiet of character were total strangers, and who always carried chips on both shoulders, especially towards gratuitous advisers of "Thou shalt not's," justified his freedom of expression by the freedom of "the authors of the Authorized Ver​sion of the Bible, who did not hesitate to render literatim passages of a similar nature." {NOTE: See page 100.}

With characteristic contempt he declared: "To assert that such lore is unnecessary is to state, as every traveller knows, an absurdum. Few phenomena are more startling than the vision of a venerable infant, who has lived half his life in the midst of the wildest anthropological vagaries and monstrosities and yet who absolutely ignores all that India or Burmah enacts under his very eyes. This is crass ignorance, not the naive innocence of St. Francis who, seeing a man and a maid in a dark corner, raised his hands to Heaven and thanked the Lord that there was still in the world so much of Christian Charity."

Nevertheless, British Philistinism won the empty honors of the day and hour. The Sotadic Zone was deleted from the popular edition of Burton's Arabian Nights.

But, time will not be robbed of its revenge. Burton's name today stands with the greatest names of the nineteenth century and all of the crew of kill‑joy critics are buried in oblivion.

This edition of The Sotadic Zone is exactly as Burton wrote it. Nothing has been suppressed or expurgated.

We have appended a short criticism of it by John Addington Symonds, whose writings on Sexual Inversion have established him as an acknowledged authority on the subject.
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JOHN ADDINGTON SYMONDS

ON THE SOTADIC ZONE

IN ENGLAND an Essay appended to the last vol​ume of Sir Richard Burton's "Arabian Nights" made a considerable stir upon its first appearance. The author endeavored to co‑ordi​nate a large amount of miscellaneous matter and to frame a general theory regarding the origin and prevalence of homosexual passions. His eru​dition, however, is incomplete, and though he possesses a copious store of anthropological de​tails, he is not at the proper point of view for discussing the topic philosophically.

For example, he takes for granted that "Pederasty," as he calls it, is everywhere and always what the vulgar think it. He seems to have no notion of the complicated psychology of Urnings, revealed to us by their recently published confessions in French and German medical and legal works. Still, his views deserve consideration.

Burton regards the phenomenon as "geographical and climatic, not racial." He summarizes the result of his investigations in the following five conclusions:

"(1) There exists what I shall call a 'Sotadic Zone,' bounded westwards by the northern shores of the Mediterranean (N. lat. 43º) and by the southern (N. lat. 30º). Thus the depth would be 780 to 800 miles, including meridional France, the Iberian Peninsula, Italy and Greece, with the coast‑regions of Africa from Morocco to Egypt.

"(2) Running eastward the Sotadic Zone nar​rows, embracing Asia Minor, Mesopotamia and Chaldæa, Afghanistan, Sind, the Punjab, and Kashmir.

"(3) In Indo‑China the belt begins to broaden, enfolding China, Japan, and Turkistan.

"(4) It then embraces the South Sea Islands and the New World, where, at the time of its discovery, Sotadic love was, with some exceptions, an established racial institution.

"(5) Within the Sotadic Zone the vice is pop​ular and endemic, held at the worst to be a mere peccadillo, whilst the races to the North and South of the limits here defined practise it only sporadically, amid the opprobrium of their fellows, who as a rule, are physically incapable of performing the operation, and look upon it with the liveliest disgust."

This is a curious and interesting generalization, though it does not account for what history has transmitted regarding the customs of the Kelts, Scythians, Bulgars, Tartars, Normans, and for the acknowledged leniency of modern Slavs to this form of vice.

Burton advances an explanation of its origin. "The only physical cause for the practice which suggests itself to me, and that must be owned to be purely conjectural, is that within the Sotadic Zone there is a blending of the masculine and feminine temperament, a crasis which elsewhere occurs only sporadically."

So far as it goes, this suggestion rests upon ground admitted to be empirically sound by medical writers and vehemently declared to be indis​putable as a fact of physiology by Ulrichs. But Burton makes no effort to account for the occurrence of this crasis of masculine and feminine temperaments in the Sotadic Zone at large, and for its sporadic appearance in other regions. Would it not be more philosophical to conjecture that the crasis, if that exists at all, takes place universally; but that the consequences are only tolerated in certain parts of the globe, which he defines as the Sotadic Zone? Ancient Greece and Rome permitted them. Modern Greece and Italy have excluded them to the same extent as Northern European nations. North and South America, before the Conquest, saw no harm in them. Since its colonization by Europeans they have been discountenanced.

The phenomenon cannot therefore he regarded as specifically geographical and climatic. Besides, there is one fact mentioned by Burton which ought to make him doubt his geographical theory. He says that, after the conquest of Algiers, the French troops were infected to an enor​mous extent by the habits they had acquired there, and from them it spread so far and wide into civilian society that "the vice may be said to have been democratized in cities and large towns." This surely proves that north of the Sotadic Zone males are neither physically in​capable of the acts involved in abnormal passion, nor gifted with an insuperable disgust for them. Law, and the public opinion generated by law and religious teaching, have been deterrent causes in those regions. The problem is therefore not geographical and climatic, but social.

Again, may it not be suggested that the absence of "the Vice" among the negroes and negroid races of South Africa, noticed by Burton, is due to their excellent customs of sexual initiation and education at the age of puberty ‑‑ customs which it is the shame of modern civilization to have left unimitated?

However this may be, Burton regards the instinct as natural, not contre nature, and says that its patients "deserve, not prosecution but the pitiful care of the physician and the study of the psychologist."

