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INTRODUCTION

“Better to be despised for too anxious apprehensions, than ruined by
too confident security.”

“The effect of liberty to individuals is, that they may do what they
please: we ought to see what it will please them to do, before we risque
congratulations, which may soon turn into complaints. Prudence would
dictate this in the case of separate insulated private men; but liberty, when
men act in bodies, is power. Considerate people, before they declare them-
selves, will observe the use which is made of power; and particularly of so
trying a thing as new power in new persons, of whose principles, tempers,
and dispositions they have little or no experience, and in situations where those
who appear the most stirring in the scene may not possibly be the real movers.”

The Rt. Hon. Epmunp BurkEe. Reflections on the Revolution in France,
and on the Proceedings in Certain Societies in London Relative to that
Event. In a letter intended to have been sent to a Gentleman in Paris.
(Published in October, 1790.)

Turning over the pages of Burke’s Reflections, the thoughtis constantly
dominant—even if no other sources of information were at hand—that the
points of similarity between the French Revolution and that which recently
occurred in Russia far outnumber those of dissimilarity. The revolutionaries
of France were as much adepts at the dissemination of catchwords and
slogans as their Russian prototypes of a later day. Some of the rallying
cries, as for instance “Liberty, Equality, Fraternity,” have persisted in their
psychic malfeasance even to the present, and the literature of the French
Revolution abounds with phrases which crop out in the wordy exudates of
Lenin and Trotsky. The correspondence of Jean Baptiste Carrier' has been
recently published, and it is difficult to realize that the scenes of terrible
cruelty which Carrier describes are not those in which the central figure is
a Dzerzhinsky or a Moghilevsky or that Carrier’s loathsome sacrilege is not
that of a Bukharin.

The machinery of organized revolution which produced such a change
in France has been well described by Mrs. Nesta Webster,2 and the most
startling truth is clearly brought out that the organization through which
the chief conspirators accomplished their purposes of destruction was ma-
nipulated through Minorities, secretly organized, and working in secondary
and tertiary minorities, also secretly organized, ultimately influencing vast
numbers of people who knew not the objective and cared less. The direc-

1 B, H. Carrier—Correspondence of Jean Baptiste Carrier. (John Lane Co.)
$ Mrs. Nesta Webster—Worid Revolution. (Small, Maynard & Co.)
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REDS IN AMERICA

tion of the movement, therefore, always came from the top. It must be
admitted that the Revolution was in small part only, a reaction against abuses
which were rapidly in process of abatement, and which, such as they were,
furnished talking points to the curbstone agitators. Mr. Theodore Roose-
velt showed his keen historical insight and freedom from the influence of
Carlisle’s Prussianized history when he wrote to Mr. Felix Frankfurter,
one of our modern revolutionaries:

“Robespierre and Danton and Marat and Herbert were just as evil as
the worst tyrants of the old regime, and from 1791 to 1794 they were the
most dangerous enemies to liberty that the world contained.”

This organization of disorder in France carried its fighting front into
foreign countries and counted upon reverberations as a part of its political
capital at home. Friends of the Revolution in England, many of them
fanatical in their devotion to the cause of democracy as pictured by its
philosophers, organized, agitated, assembled, talked, and raised much money
to help the cause along; so much so that many were of the belief that it was
British government gold upholding the hands of the protesting party. As
clearly defined but with less intensity, the same organized movement ap-
peared in the United States. Its advent caused George Washington and his
coworkers considerable anxiety for they evidently could not understand its
true significance. It can be said verily that the scars of that agitation are
still apparent in our political life. They are the first deviations from the
standard of a representative republican government as conceived by the
framers of the Constitution, who were attempting to build something which
could protect minorities against the liquid rule of a mob.

It was in contemplation of such things that Edmund Burke was
prompted to write his Reflections. The times furnished an opportunity for
a bit of wise political philosophy, just as applicable to-day with our eyes
turned towards the north-east, as it was in the days of Burke when he was
viewing events from the safe side of the English Channel. The lessons are
all worked out, ready for study. As this book will show, we have with us
a group of people numbering about 30,000 at the most, ninety percent of
whom are aliens and cannot vote, who are closely bound by ties of a harsh
discipline, fear of treason, hope of loot, and an easy future. They are
ruled by a clever, more or less secretly organized minority. As a minority,
this party hopes, or rather its minority leaders hope, to dominate an in-
articulate and unorganized majority. It is this latter mass, in which it is so
difficult to stimulate reactions but which once stimulated are so difficult to
stop, that was finally roused in both France and Russia. The revolutionary
leaders themselves know it for we find William Z. Foster telling his fellow
conspirators in the convention of Communists at Bridgman, Mich.:

“The fate of the Communist party depends upon the control of the
masses, through the capture of the trade unions, without which revolution is
impossible.”

There is a certain candor about this which is refreshing even if spoken
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INTRODUCTION

to fellow Communists and in a secret session. Foster also said in the same
speech:
“We no longer measure the importance of revolutionary organizations
by their size.”
Foster has evidently studied the history of revolutions and the psy-
chology of minority control. Then again Foster said:

“Communists get things done and paid for by others.”

Quite so. Some of us have been watching the revolutionary movement
for years, and with Foster, the opinion is unanimous that if the following
three things happened, the movement in the United States will collapse in
a hurry. 1. Cessation of governmental support to socialistic projects, which
are on the periphery of the revolutionary program. 2. Withdrawal of ad-
vertising support on the part of the several large corporations from quasi-
Bolshevik magazines and other similar publications. 3. It is also suggested
that benevolent old ladies and gentlemen (some of them not so very old
either) clamber off the Bolshevik bandwagon and stand on a real rock-ribbed
American platform, giving their funds to assist in maintaining the best
government on earth as it was originally conceived. It is to be granted that
the giving of money for an object thought worthy stimulates a satisfied feeling
which is quite desirable, but it is equally true that starving children in Rus-
sia are not fed by the absent dollar—not at all. Up to this point at least,
it is impossible to disagree with Mr. Foster.

But we must turn aside for a moment and determine just what kind of
an organization this revolutionary party is. A line of thought is suggested
by the Communists themselves. The Bridgman Convention adopted a “Thesis
on the Relations of No. One (illegal branch) and No. Two (legal branch).”
It was written by a committee of which J. Lovestone was chairman, at that
time executive secretary of the Communist party of America, and must
therefore be accepted as authoritative.

“The revolutionary party can avoid suppression into a completely secret
existence * * * by taking advantage of the pretenses of ‘democratic
forms’ which the capitalist state is obliged to maintain. By this means the
Communists can maintain themselves in the open with a restricted program
while establishing themselves with mass support.”

In other words, the revolutionary party assumes the pretense of demo-
cratic forms in order to secure the support of the masses and this pretense
is assumed only during the transitory phase which precedes the climax of
a proletarian dictatorship. Things are said sometimes which do not work
out in practice-—especially with the Bolsheviks. Therefore, it behooves us
to examine the machinery of world revolution and see for ourselves whether
it is assuming the “pretenses of democratic form.”

Authentic evidence is fortunately right at hand. Hon. Henry Cabot
Lodge of Massachusetts addressed the Senate of the United States January
7, 1924 and gave a clear insight into the workings of world revolution right
at its center in Moscow.  Then followed the hearings before a Sub-Com-
mittee of the Committee on Foreign Relations of the United States Senate
under the chairmanship of Senator Borah “pursuant to S. Res. 50, declaring
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REDS IN AMERICA

that the Senate of the United States favors the recognition of the present
Soviet Government in Russia,” a resolution which was introduced by Mr.
Borah himself. Mr. Robert F. Kelley and Mr. A. W. Kliefoth, both of the
Division of Eastern European Affairs, Department of State, testified, and
placed on record voluminous documents to back their conclusions.

The Russian Communist party—This basic organization has never
numbered more than 700,000 out of a general population of 120,000,000 and
al the present time has about 387,000 members, largely confined to the urban
centers. The party is highly disciplined, thoroughly organized, and is also
a fighting as well as a political unit. Its members may be called upon to
go anywhere, either singly or in numbers, in some respects resembling our
own militia. New members are recruited after a probationary period of
at least one year, often extending to five years, during which each candidate
is subjected to the most rigid observation and trial. At the present time,
ro one can join who is not of the proletariat (urban industrial workers).

“At the party Congress held in April, 1923, it was decided that for one
year, only industrial laborers were eligible to be enrolled in the party, and
they must be seconded by two party members. All other applicants, it was
decided, are to remain candidates for another year.”r
Political reasons for limiting the membership to industrial workers

are obvious.

“After admittance into the party, the new members must survive periodic
combings of the party roster, during which their reports as practicing party
members are minutely scrutinized. * * * The object of these cleansings
is to eliminate all those who are not sincere communists,”»

Members are penalized for the slightest infraction of rules, lighter of-
fenses being followed by suspension or expulsion from the party while
greater iransgressions are punished by those heavier penalties imposed under
the statutes designed to discourage counter-revolution. Each member is
pledged to propagandize against religion and is not allowed to enter a place
of worship. Church marriage is a frequent cause for discipline. The
Izvestia, official organ of the All-Russian Central Executive Committee, pub-
lished an article March 31, 1921, in which,? ’

“a notice [was given] to all members of the Russian Communist party
in regard to the strict fulfillment of Article 13 of the constitution of the
Russian Communist party, which compels all members to carry on anti-
religious propaganda.” .

In return for such fealty to the party, members are carefully cared for
in many ways. Shortly after the revolution when food was scarce, members
of the party were first in line during the distribution of the food packages.
They all have jobs under the government:

“Senator Pepper, I understand you to say that you did not know of any
case where there was a member of the Communist party who is not also an
office holder of the Soviet government?

“Mr. Kelley. Yes, sir.”s

1 Speeclil of Senator Lodge, Cong. Rec.,, Jan 17, 1924, p. 579.
* Loc. cit,

s Hearings of the Borah Sub-Committee, p. 14,

¢ Ibid., p. 16,
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Naturally, this works both ways.

“There is not known a case of a single member of the higher govern-
mental organs, either in the Federation or in the so-called Russian Soviet
Republic, who is not a member of the Russian Communist party.”s

Then, there is the good old-fashioned Tammany method of getting the
party heelers out of trouble. An official report® of the Central Control
Committee of the Russian Communist party, made at the last Congress,

states:

“ * % * All our work is carried on in contact with the courts and

with the state political administration, in view of the fact that often in the
courts there are pending cases of members of the party. The judicial organs
inform us about the comrades in regard to whom there is judicial evidence.
We acquaint ourselves with this evidence, as not infrequently there have
been cases where comrades have been put into the dock solely as the result
of personal inirigues. In such cases, * * * we have raised the question
of the expediency and advisability of a public trial in court lest we under-
mine the party authority of our comrades.”

The party also has a “monopoly of legality” and no other politicﬁi
associations are allowed under heavy penalties.®

“I refer to the fact that we are the only legal party in the country, and
have, in this wise, as it were, a monopoly of legality * * * . Let us
speak clearly—we have a monopoly of legality. We do not grant our oppon-
ents political freedom. We do not give the possibility of legal existence to
those who pretend to compete with us.” Zinoviev, Pravda, April 2, 1922,

The All-Russian Congress of the Russian Communist party meets, per-
haps, once a year, the last having been the twelfth. It was held in Moscow,
April, 1923, and another is scheduled for March, 1924. The delegates are
all hand-picked.+

“Mr. Kelley. * * * [Exhibit] No. 21 is a translation from Pravda,
May 12, 1923, a speech of Zinoviev, in which he points out that the delegates
to the party conference [Congress] were carefully selected. * * * Se-
lected by a small group of individuals, * * * Selected by the Central
[Executive] Committee.” -

The selections, we may be sure, are safe ones. Not much voting is
done at these Congresses. The business consists largely in listening to the
reports of the “big chiefs,” explanations of why things do not always hap-
pen just so, and exhortations to remain steadfast in the faith. The same
individuals always do the talking, usually members of the Central Com-
mittee, or important members of the Soviet government. In turn the Central
Committee is elected by the Congress:s

“According to the statutes of organization of the party, the supreme
power in the party is exercised by the All-Russian Congress of the Russian
Communist party, which elects an executive organ called the Central Com-

mittee of forty members, who, it is stated, ehould by preference be ‘laborers
more closely connected with the proletarian mass.’” Pravda, April 28, 1923.

i Speech of Senator Lodge, loc. cit., p. 578.

* The Central Control Committee of the Russian Communist party has the function
of supervising and controlling the machinery of the party and of the Soviet govern-
ment of Russia. Hearings of the Borah Sub-Committee, p. 10

* Hearings of the Borah Sub-Committee, p. 15.

4 Hearings of the Borah Sub-Committee, p. 14.

* Speech of Senator Lodge, p. 580.
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The “laborers closely connected with the proletarian masses” are
simply “fronts” for as will be seen when it comes to the matter of selecting
the Political Bureau of the Central Committee, they are promptly forgotten.
The Central Committee meets once in two months, and between sessions of
the Congress holds supreme authority. With numerous proletarians on the
Committee, it was, of course, difficult to transact business, so a Political
Bureau is elected by the Central Committee.

“Attached to [elected byl the Central Committee. there is a Political
Bureau of seven members who have grown skilled in directing political and
economic work of our organs * * * |, In the second place, the nucleus
within the Central Committee, which has become expert in management, is
already growing old and must be replaced.” Report of Comrade Stalin, Pravda,
April 19, 1923.

Following are given as members of the Political Bureau:

Lenin Zinoviev Tomsky
Rykov Kamenev Trotsky
Stalin

Alternates: Rudzutak, Kalinin, Molotov, Bukharin.

Lenin is now dead. Trotsky is reported more or less ill, and in dis-
agreement as to policies with other members of the Bureau. Tomsky and
Stalin are not regarded as having predominating influence owing to age and
previous political history, though Stalin appears to be making rapid prog-
ress. Rykov is perhaps of next importance because of his skill along
economic lines. He has been recently elected to fill Lenin’s place. Kamenev,
whose correct name is Rosenfeld and who married Trotsky’s sister, is chief
of the intellectual forces of the Bolsheviks, and is a close supporting second
to Zinoviev (born, Apfelbaum). Zinoviev is unquestionably, at this time, the
dominating member of the Bureau. He is described as “most ruthless; it
is he who by the offices he holds in the Communist party and the Communist
International is at the head of all propaganda in foreign countries.” “Party
dictatorship,” says Zinoviev, “is the lever which we cannot let out of our
hands.”

The Russian Comwmunist party, the Russian Soviet government, and the
Third (Communist) International— A rather lengthy description of the
Russian Communist party machinery has been attempted for three reasons:
in the first place, through it a small group of men, if not merely one or two,
responsible to none but themselves, dominate, politically and economically,
a large mass of people. The structure is that of minorities, openly organ-
ized but of necessity secret. Secondly, the structure is characteristic of all
communistic organizations. Finally, by a system of interlocking director-
ates, characteristic of radical and liberal organizations even in the United
States, the Communist party machine dominates by its Political Bureau
(Politbureau) the Russian Soviet Government (including the Federation of
Soviet Republics) and the Third (Communist) International. “The func-
tion of the Soviet government is to govern Russia; that of the International
to carry out the policy of the party abroad” both in the last analysis under

1 Hearings of the Borah Sub-Committee, p. 23.
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INTRODUCTION

the direction of the Political Bureau. A description by Lenin of the work
of the Political Bureau is enlightening in many respects.t

“The principal task of the Organization Bureau was the distribution of
party forces and the task of the Political Burean was the solution of political -
questions,

“Naturally this division is to a certain extent artificial, being understood
that it is impossible to conduct any policy without making certain classifica-
tions. Consequently every question of organization assumes a political signifi-
cance and among us has grown up the practice that the opinion of one
member of the Central Committee is sufficient in order to have any particular
question by virtue of this or that consideration held to be a political question.

“To attempt otherwise to limit the activity of the Central Committee
would in fact hardly be of value and in practice could hardly be possible.
* * * During the year much of the work of the Political Bureau has con-
sisted of the current solution of all questions arising having relation to policy
unifying the activity of all soviet and party institutions, all organizations of
the working class, unifying and striving to direct all the work of the Soviet
Republics, all questions of an international, domestic and foreign policy,
* * *  each of us working in this or that party or soviet organization watches
every day for any unusual developments in political questions, foreign or
domestic.

“The decision of these questions, as it expressed itself in the decrees of
the soviet power or in the activity of party organizations was appraised by
the Central Committee of the party. It is necessary to say that the questions
were so many that it was necessary to decide them one after the other under
conditions of great haste and only, thanks to the full acquaintance of members
of the collegium, to the understanding of the shades of opinion, and confidence
was it possible to carry out the work. Otherwise it would have been impos-
sible even for a collegium three times larger. Often it was necessary to decide
conflicting questions by substituting a telephone conversation for a meeting.”

It is entirely conceivable that when the telephone was out of order,
Lenin took upon himself the responsibility of making the decision. This
relation, however, is not of so much interest to us as that which exists
between the party and the Third (Communist) International. The organiza-
tion schemes of both are practically the same with slight differences in
terminology. The Third International is the creation of Lenin who worked
out the details in practice by utilizing the machinery of the Russian Com-
munist party. Congresses are held at Moscow approximately every year,
the last (at the time this is written) having been held in Nov.-Dec.,
1922. Calls for its assemblage are issued by the Executive Committee, which
has the power of seating the delegates and determining the number of del-
egates which are to represent each country. In turn, the Executive Com-
mittee is nominally elected by the Congress, but the method of election
raises the question as to whether it wasn’t learned from political experience
acquired in the Lower Eastside of New York. Zinoviev, chairman of the
Executive Committee, and unanimously elected president of the Congress
speaking:2

1 Before the Ninth Congress of the Russian Communist party. Hearings of the
Borah Sub-Committee, p. 16.

3 Bulletin of the Third Congress, No. 2, p. 19. Cited by Mr. Kelley before the Borah
Sub-Committee, p. 41.
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REDS IN AMERICA

“Unless there is objection, I will have the voting take place. I beg the
comrades who understand German and sit alongside of the Russian comrades
to translate as well as they can to them. The voting will now take place.

Has anyone any objection to this list? That appears not to be the case. The

Itst is confirmed.”
and the Executive Committee, having nominated itself, took office until the
next Congress. Objection would have been futile, as the composition of
the Congress was dominated by the Russian Communist party elements,
voting under unit rule. The Congress agenda is prepared in advance, and
consists largely of speeches and reports. The same persons appear, year
after year. Voting is rarely attempted.

“And after the vote was taken, in which, of course, the Russian motion
was carried, Zinoviev remarks, ‘Comrades, this is the only vote during the
whole Congress, and it is, after all, only a question of such a little thing.’”

The Executive Committee of the Comintern® delegates the absolute
authority vested in it to the Presidium, which it in turn elects. At present,
the members of the Presidium of the Comintern, elected subsequent to the
Fourth Congress are as follows:s

Zinoviev Katayama Shatskin
Clara Zetkin Neurath Kolorav
Kusinen Bukharin Souvarine
Radek McManus Terraccini

Little attention may be paid to those who are foreigners in Russia, as
the Russian group dominates the organization and the foreigners are not
often in Moscow anyway. Bukharin, Radek, and Kusinen are in immediate
charge under Zinoviev, their names appearing on documents seized at Bridg-
man, Mich. Kusinen signs the orders which go out. Zinoviev is a member
of the Political Bureau of the Communist party, and Bukharin is an alternate.
“The Communist International is the chief channel of communication,
organization, and agitation in the United States.”

The Communist party of America—This is the American Section of the
Third or Communist International.s

“It must always be remembered that the real revolutionary party—the
American Section of the Third International—is the Communist party of
America and that the legal party [Workers’ party] is but an instrument
which it uses to carry on its work among the masses.”

1 Speech of Senator Lodge, p. 585. The Congress has also a presidium of its own which
i3 {n effect a ‘“‘steering committee.”

2 Mr. Kelley before the Borah Sub-Committee, p. 40.

¢ Radicals generally have a habit of abbreviating the long names of their organiza-
tions. For instance, “Glavlit” refers to the Supreme Literature and Publishing Ad-
ministration attached to the Commissariat of Education of the Russian Soviet
Government, the bureau which has charge among other things of the press censor-
ship; ‘“‘Rosta” is the Russian Telegraph Agency which exchanges news with Reuters
and the United Press; “Tuel” is the Trade Union Educational League of William Z.
Foster, a branch of the Communist party of America to which is allocated the work
of propagandizing and organizing within the trades unions. In the same manner,
“Clomintern” is an abbreviation for Communist International. “Presidium of the
Comintern’ is an expression which is often used and refers to a small group of men
within the BExecutive Committee which has ultimate authority, and which dominates
the organization. The dominating group within the Presidium are members of the
Political Bureau of the Russian Communist party,

¢ See p. 204,
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And again::

“The ruling of the Communist International must be accepted as obligat-
ing every member of the Communist party of America, minority or majority,
to work diligently in the immediate construction of a legal political party,
[Workers’ partyl.”

That this status is accepted by the American elements:?

“Even though the Communist party shall have come aboveground and
acts as the section of the Communist International, the underground organ-
ization remains as the directing organ of the open Communist party. This
status is to continue up to and through the revolution and to the establish-
ment of the dictatorship of the proletariat.”

So that there is provision made for an illegal party to work as a secret
minority within the open legal party. The relations between the two are
considered in great detail both at the headquarters of the Comintern in Mos.
cow and by the local leaders. No other relationship is thought possible
for effectively carrying on the work of revolution in the United States.

“The illegal Communist party * * * must continue to direct the
whole communist work.”

“The whole open work of all communists * * * must be directed
by the Communist party.”s

“The entire membership of the underground party, the real Communist
party, must join the open party [Worker’s party] and become its most active
element * * * must at all times hold positions of leadership in the
legal party.”s

And then again:s

“During the time when the Communist party operates, not under its own
name and program in the open, but through a ‘legal’ political party with
restricted program and different name, the same principle is applied by having
full control of such legal party in the hands of the Communist party.

“This is accomplished by having a majority of all important committees
composed of Communist party members, and by means of regular and com-
pulsory caucuses of all the Communist party members within any legal unit,
bound by the unit rule, a principle which will prevail in some effective form
when the Communist party is itself in the open.”

“The convention of the Communist party must be held prior to the con-
vention of the Labor [Workers’] party and determine all policies for the
party and all its open organizations.”

The absolute domination of the open party by the illegal party, the
connections with the Communist International are therefore shown. The
Workers’ party however is only one form of activity which is planned and
not even does the Workers’ party have a monopoly in the political field.
The presence of William Z. Foster at the Bridgman convention plainly in-
dicated that his organization, the Trade Union Educational League was
designed to work in the field of labor as the. Workers’ party was designed
to work in the field of politics.

1 Instructions signed by Bukharin, Radek, and Kusinen, p. 249.

3 Thesis on Relations of No. One (illegal branch) to No. Two (legal branch), Appendix
B, written by J, Lovestone, executive secretary of the Communist party of America
and adopted by the Bridgman Convention,

8 Report of the Adjustment Committee to the Convention, written by Robert Minor,
a member of the Elxecutive Committee, p. 28.

¢ Appendix F.

§ Appendix B, Thesis by J. Lovestone,

¢ Resolutions adopted by the Bridgman convention, p. 28,
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REDS IN AMERICA

“The general control of the No. One [illegal branch] within X [Trade
Union Educational League] as within all other organizations must be in the
hands of the party, and not in the hands of special committees.”

Within the ranks of conservative labor unions are to be established
nuclei, here and there gradually winning over the more or less radical and
discontented to a “red” platform and securing the benevolent neutrality of
the conservatives. The plan does not call for the adhesion in an organic
sense of larger numbers of the labor union members but for secretly organ-
ized minority groups. Acting through the labor union organizations, the
Communist nuclsi exercise an influence which reaches far beyond their
immediate membership. 1

“The party must use its influence and strength in the trade unions to
form delegated conferences of labor organizations. Such conferences decide
on a general political campaign including all forms of political action.

* * * QOur members should initiate such action through the unions.”

“In creating a united front for the working class for their economic strug-
gles, the existing labor unions must remain the instruments of these struggles
while the members of the Workers’ party must be the instruments to unify
these economic organizations.”

The same methods of control are extended to the Communist press. As
Foster expresses it, “one of the secrets of control is monopoly of the press,”
and provision is made that, insofar as possible, all editors of the Workers’
party organs shall be members of the Communist party.

The convention of the Communist party at Bridgman was organized
and carried on in true Bolshevik style. Little voting was allowed, care being
taken to insure healing in the party dissensions early in the convention.
Only true and trusted delegates were present, handpicked as it were. The
program consisted principally of reports of committees, orders from Mos-
cow to which the delegates themselves listened on the whole without much
discussion. The convention had fits presidium.’

“Throughout the Communist movement of the world, the system of
‘presidiums’ prevails, by which matters of necessarily secret nature are kept
in the hands of the most reliable and most trusted members of the party.
This is a necessary feature of a revolutionary organization.”

Secrecy of course is necessary to control, and the caution to observe it
came from Moscow—the result of extended experience—emphasized by the
local leaders.2

“While coming out in the open, the Communist party must not make the.
mistake of being trapped in the open by exposing its national or district
Communist party headquarters, records, or illegal machinery, its underground
prmtmg arrangements or the personnel of its Central Executive Committee.”

* * The identity of members of No. One [illegal branchl
working in offices or upon committees or in units of No. Two [legal branch]
as well as their relations to No. One, must not be exposed. * * * Get
used to speaking in terms that will not in any way reveal connections with
No. One.”s

1 Appendix E, instructions from Moscow. Vide, Chapter 11.
* Thesis by Lovestone. Appendix B, p. 221.

3 Vide, p. 199.

4 COnﬁdentlal bulletin written by Lovestone and sent to Communist groups through-
out the country, p. 38
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The Communist party of course has its Executive Committee and pre-
sumably it is elected in about the same fashion as those elected in Moscow.
While the Bridgman raid on the party convention was a staggering blow
to the revolutionists, the latter have recovered their equilibrium rapidly and
have transferred a part of their work to the Workers’ party. organization.
The Central Executive Committee of the Workers’ party is now composed of :

Alexander Bittleman William Z. Foster
Earl R. Browder Benjamin Gitlow
F. Burman Ludwig Lore
J. P. Cannon J. Lovestone
William F. Dunne John Pepper
J. L. Engdahl C. E. Ruthenberg

It also has its Political Bureau:
Foster Browder Cannon
Pepper Lovestone Dunne

Ruthenberg

And it is perfectly safe to assume that this is the finside ring in
these United States. John Pepper officially represents the Third Interna-
tional of Moscow in the Committee and in the Bureau. Pepper’s correct
name, i. e., the one under which he was born, is Pogany and his Com-
munist party name is Lang.

This picture is complete. For the time it is possible for the aver-
age man to gain a conception of the great political machine which controls
the destinies of so many individuals in Europe and which would extend its
operations to the whole world. The lines of activity and the channels of
thought are now an open book. To an extent never before dreamed of, the
principles of secret, irresponsible, minority control have been brought to
a magnificent perfection. Yet, in the very perfection of its development
lies the very danger to which it subjects society at large, the cancer-like in-
filtration into untouched fields. If one minority can build up and sway
such a machine, why not another? That the leaders themselves have recog-
nized this danger is apparent.* ‘

“The Thesis adopted by the Third World Congress on the subject of
organization explicitly prohibited the formation of closed factions within
Communist parties,”

Of course; the danger is much too real. Another minority might grab
the machine.

It borders on the silly to say that this ponderous organization has been
erected for the purpose of bringing about a proletarian dictatorship. That
sort of a slogan may be sufficient to keep the proletarian busy with his
thoughts while the leaders twist his nose, for “it is necessary for victory
to bring about common ‘mass action’ of workers who are not yet commu-
nists.” The climax of a proletarian dictatorship is somewhere else. The

t Taken from a news letter service sent out by Brooks, representative of the Com-
munist International in this country, po. 232.
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problem is to locate it, evaluate it, and see to whose interest the movement
contributes,

If we take a glance over the field of international politics, we find bonds
of sympathy between world revolution which is international, and more
particularly Germany which is national. Internationalism has never been
anti-German for the reason that Germany has now been “bolshevised” these
many years. It has been and is now being ruled by an irresponsible minor-
ity. A constant watch on the events of the past few years discloses too
many points of sympathetic contact between the leaders of Moscow and
Berlin. Policies are shaped to conform to common objectives. Under pres-
ent circumstances there can be no communist revolution in Germany, no mat-
ter how many times it may be walked out as a threat. Under the new economic
policy in Russia, communism is abandoned and there has gradually super-
ceded a socialistic form of government which in general lines is the exact
duplicate of that which exists in Germany. Is that the real objective of the
world revolutionary movement, the struggle for a proletarian dictatorship?
The temptation to belief is great when the “stream of thought” among the
revolutionaries is all in one direction. 1

“The German steam hammer and Soviet wheat will conquer the entire
world.”

It seems that the time has come to seriously consider the question: did
the Entente win the war only to lose to the sneakery of a back-stairs thief?

The preparation of the material for this book has been of absorbing
interest. Since much of it appeared in the Boston Evening Transcript over
a year ago, there have been many bitter attacks and withal much praise.
The attacks give little concern because of their source, from radicals of
every hue, from Reds to parlor pinks, from the American Civil Liberties
Union, a most subversive organization, to members of Congress who
pretend to be patriots and while hiding under the cloak of “progress-
iveism” are in reality playing the game of the world revolutionaries. The
pacifists have been particularly virulent, as if they believed in fighting to
obtain peace. Praise has come from labor leaders among others, who believe
in the open publication of the truth realizing that it hits none who are still
loyal to the tenets of those who founded this Republic.

There are many to whom credit should be given for assistance and
advice and with them I would share the honors. The publication of Reds
in America in this form would not have been possible without the material
cooperation of the American Defense Society, and its Board of Directors.
Under the greatest difficulties this organization is attempting to preserve to
our succeeding generations an America such as we found it, and this book

1 Slogans for the sixth anniversary celebration of the October revolution written
by Comrade Stalin and published in the Pravda, Oct. 27, 1923. Hearings of the Borah
Sub-Committee, p. 64.
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is one of many evidences of its work. I am also greatly indebted to Mr. Will-
iam E. Brigham, Washington correspondent of the Boston Evening Transcript,
who has been of much aid and comfort because of his determined stand
for Americanism and his insistence that the American people shall know
the truth of the radical situation. My appreciation is also expressed to
Mr. Fred Marvin, editor of the Searchlight department of the New York
Commercial who wrote the chapter concerning the trials of the Com-
munists at St. Joseph, Mich., following the raid at Bridgman. Thanks are
also extended to Dr. Harris A. Houghton of New York, who has given me
many valuable suggestions and who, at my request, corrected the final proofs.
The officials of the Bureau of Investigation of the Department of Justice,
especially Mr. William J. Burns, Mr. John Edgar Hoover and Mr. George
F. Ruch, have also been particularly helpful in advice and friendly
criticism.

My earnest hope is that this book will be helpful to those students of
the science of government who are still befogged in the tractless sea of
-“liberism” as now defined and that it will ultimately prove to be a per-
manent contribution to the bibliography of loyalty to American institutions.

R. M. WHITNEY
Washington, D. C.
February, 1924.
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CHAPTER ONE

THE RAID AT BRIDGMAN

The most colossal conspiracy against the United States in its history
was unearthed at Bridgman, Michigan, August 22, 1922, when the secret
Convention of the Communist party of America was raided by the Michigan
Constabulary, aided by county and Federal officials. Two barrels full of
documentary proof of the conspiracy were seized and are in possession of
the authorities. Names, records, checks from prominent people in this
country, instructions from Moscow, speeches, theses, questionnaires—indeed,
the whole machinery of the underground organization, the avowed aim of
which is the overthrow of the United States Government, was found in such
shape as to condemn every participant in the convention.

It is now known and can be made public to what extent this movement,
inspired from Moscow and directed by Lenin and Trotsky, has grown since
the first seeds were sown a few years ago. The seriousness of the menace
may now be measured for the first time. The ramifications of the organ-
ization are now known. It can be stated with authority that the Workers’
party of America is a branch of this organization, placed in the field by
orders direct from Moscow and supported by the illegal branches of the
Communist party. It is known that agents of the Communists are working
secretly, through ‘“legal” bodies, in labor circles, in society, in profes-
sional groups, in the Army and Navy, in Congress, in the schools and col-
leges of the country, in banks and business concerns, among the farmers,
in the motion picture industry—in fact, in nearly every walk of life.

These agents are not “lowbrows,” but are keen, clever, intelligent,
educated men and women. They are experts in their several lines. Their
programs, which are now known, show that their plans for inciting the
negroes, the farmers, the clerks, the workmen in industry, members of Con-
gress, employees in Government departments everywhere, to violence against
the constituted authorities, have been drawn with almost uncanny appreciation
of the psychology of each group, with facts and figures so manipulated as
to appeal to those approached, with false premises so cleverly drawn as to
fool almost anyone.

The names of persons interested directly or indirectly in this move-
ment are astounding. They range from bricklayers to bishops, and include
many prominent official and society people. It must be understood that
by far the greater number of these people do not know to what they are
lending the use of their names and influence or to what they are giving
their money. They have been approached to give aid to the Workers’ party,

[19]



REDS IN AMERICA

or to the many relief organizations which have sprung up disguising Com-
munistic activities, or to the forward-looking, “advanced” schools of political
thought. They do not know that their names are on what are known in
the secret circles of the Communists as “sucker lists” comprising the names
of people who have given to one or another of the various “causes” which
are manipulated by the Communists and who can, if properly approached,
be induced to give again.

These are not idle words. The plans and programs of the Communists
contain the proofs. But for the length of the documents they might all
be printed in full. They are worth the study of all true Americans, for
by suggestion and innuendo, they are designed to bring about the moral an-
nexation of the United States to Russia, and by direct words they show that
Lenin and Trotsky with their precious group in Moscow, control the
secret as well as the open work of the Communists of America in all its
ramifications. The coal and railroad strikes of 1922 are striking examples
of the opportunities afforded the Communists for making and abetting dis-
order. For the Communists thrive on disorder. Trouble is a rallying cry
for them. They deliberately “plant” their agents in labor unions for the
purpose of inspiring disorder. Their creed is to make capital out of strikes,
riots, and every other form of popular unrest. Their plans for the coal and
railroad strikes, which were so extensive a feature of 1922, were laid in 1921,
Their sympathizers attend church meetings for the purpose of presenting
arguments to weaken the faith of members of the church. They preach free
love, the nationalization of women and children, and openly proclaim that
the breaking up of the home ties is an advance in civilization.

Many of the leaders of this movement in the United States are for-
eigners who cannot speak the English language. In the ranks are large
groups of non-citizens whose sole reading is the radical papers printed
in their native language. Communist literature includes thousands
of books, pamphlets, magazines and newspapers printed in various editions
to meet the requirements for their foreign readers; fully a half score of
languages other than English are found in this literature. Much of the
scheming is done by these foreigners, but a part of it, and practically
all the putting into effect of the results of the conspiracies, is the work
of native Americans.

The raid at Bridgman will go down in history as one of the most
important events in the war against Radicalism and World Revolution.
Seventeen delegates to the convention were arrested on the spot and others
were later apprehended in different parts of the country. All who were
there have been identified by the records which were captured and which
answer any pleas of alibis. The place of the convention was an ideal one.
It was in a wooded valley on the estate of Karl Wulfskeel, less than a
mile from Bridgman and about twelve miles each from St. Joseph and
Benton Harbor. Small hills surrounded the meeting place from which
lookouts could keep watch and give warning of the approach of strangers.
The grove in which the convention was held is close by a few cottages,
which the owner was accustomed to rent to summer campers and which
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served to house the seventy-odd delegates to the convention. The spot
could be reached only by a wagon road, not in good repair, so that swift
automobiles could not travel with sufficient speed to prevent flight.

Watchers were also stationed in the town of Bridgman to note and
report the presence of any strangers and on August 21, this foresight
yielded its rewards. Word was also received from Chicago of a raid
in that city on the offices of William Z. Foster, who was in attendance
on the Bridgman convention, in his official capacity as head of the Trade
Union Educational League. Foster and some of the higher-ups from
Russia and the United States escaped during the raid but later seyenteen
were caught. Foster himself was arrested the next day in ‘Chicago, and
denied that he was at Bridgman—but the authorities had the minutes of
the meetings, including rollcalls to which Foster answered “present,” and
the text of the speech delivered by Foster. Denial was useless.

Preparations had been made, as is always the case at the illegal meet-
ings of the Communists, to secrete the records in case of discovery. In
this finstance a hole had been dug back of one of the cottages into which
were dumped typewriters, mimeograph machines, adding machines, the
private papers of the delegates and the official records of the convention
when the authorities swooped down upon the conspirators. They are called
conspirators advisedly, for the purpose of the Communist party of America
is to overthrow the Government of the United States by violence, by armed
revolution, and to make this country like present-day Russia.

It is interesting to note that every member of the Communist party
has what is known as a *“party name,” by which alone he is known to the
other members. Rule No. 12 of the regulations governing the meetings
at Bridgman states that “no one shall disclose or ask for the legal name of
any person present.” The identity of many members is unknown, al-
though the party name of practically every member is now on record.

The delegates who were in attendance at this illegal annual convention
of the Communist party of America came from all parts of the United
States. There were also present honored guests (albeit in an official
capacity) from Moscow, bearing instructions from their chiefs, Lenine,
Trotsky, et al., and they gave explicit orders as to what should be done
in this country looking to its overthrow. There were present besides
Foster, C. E. Ruthenberg, three times candidate for mayor of Cleveland;
Ben Gitlow, the New York labor leader; Ella Reeve Bloor, who says
she has been arrested more than a hundred times for radical agitation
among workers; Robert Minor, J. Lovestone, Ward Brooks, direct repre-
sentative of the Communist International, of Moscow; Boris Reinstein,
representing the Red Trade Union International of Moscow:; Rose Pastor
Stokes, whose spectacular radical career is well-known; William F. Dunne,
candidate for governor of New York on the ticket of the Workers’ party,
a “legal” branch of the “illegal” Communist party, and many others. The
seventeen arrested at or near Bridgman were Thomas Flaherty of New
York; Charles Erickson, Charles Krumbein, Eugene Bechtold and Caleb
Harrison of Chicago; Cyril Lembkin, W. Reynolds, Detroit; William F.
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Dunne of Butte, Mont., and New York; J. Mihelic, Kansas City; Alex
Ball, Philadelphia; Francis Ashworth, Camden, N. J.; E. McMillin, T. R.
Sullivan and Norman H. Tallentire, St. Louis; Max Lerner, Seattle, and
Zeth Nordling, Portland, Oregon.

The convention was called to order on the afternoon of August 17
by Comrade J. Lovestone, Secretary to the Central Executive Committee.
Lovestone, whose party name is L. C. Wheat, had just returned from a
trip to Germany where he secured $32,000 from the International Propa-
ganda Bureau. At the head of this organization is Karl Radek, the no-
torious Bolshevik who has been identified with the Communist movement
since the time of the Brest-Litovsk Treaty and whose real name is Tobiach
Sobelsohn’. The International Propaganda Bureau was organized for
the specific purpose of pooling and distributing all propaganda funds so
that the money could be quickly placed where most needed. A definite
proportion of the funds collected in the United States is sent to this bureau
in Berlin, a definite portion being retained for direct propaganda work
here.

The convention was quickly organized, committees appointed, and
the work begun. William Z. Foster figured largely in the organization,
he having been seated as a fraternal delegate by virtue of his position
as head of the Trade Union Educational League. Comrades Ben Gitlow
and Caleb Harrison were chosen chairmen by the “Presidium,” or govern-
ing body, of the convention.

The regulations governing the convention, drawn by the grounds com-
mittee, illustrate the efforts made to prevent any knowledge of the pro-
ceedings becoming known outside the secret circle. All persons were
forbidden to leave the grounds without permission of the grounds com-
mittee, and if granted this permission they must register when leaving
and report when returning. “No person shall mingle with strangers,”
reads Rule No. 4, and the next one provides that no persons shall be al-
lowed to send messages or mail letters. Rule No. 6 reads, “No incrimin-
ating literature or documents shall be kept in baggage or in rooms. All
such matter must be turned over to the committee every evening. The
grounds committee must arrange for the safe keeping of this matter.”

The rules prescribed the time lights should be out, what time the
delegation should get up in the morning, and when they should bathe and
that “all persons going in bathing must wear bathing suits.” Lest some
trace of their plans become known it was forbidden to write on tables,
seats, or any part of the premises, and all were prohibited from “throwing
away papers or written matter of any kind;” it was provided that “all
written notes, not longer required, must be handed to the committee for
destruction.” Roll calls were held three times a day to guard against
spies getting in or leaving, and all grants to leave the grounds must be
reported at every roll call.

Following the organization of the convention and the adoption of the

1 Webster, Kerlen, Beckwith—Boche and Bolshevik, p. 27 (Beckwith).
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rules and regulations, Comrade Ward Brooks, of Moscow, addressed the
convention in German. Notes taken in English by Comrade Max Bedacht,
a member of the Central Executive Committee, were found among the
buried records. At the outset of his address Comrade Brooks admitted
that “for the first time since the Third International” the party was faced
by really serious problems. He said:

“The revolutionary situation immediately following the Russian Revo-
lution gave its impress on the Communist International. It was thought
that we were really at the beginning of the world revolution. Some say
that this crisis will be the final one. Others that it will be followed by
a period of prosperity.”

Evidently prosperity is not to be desired, for the Communist movement
thrives on the dissatisfaction of the masses. Throughout their literature and
in all their speeches the Communists stress “class struggle,” preaching
always the need of creating class consciousness as a step toward the “‘strug-
gle.” Comrade Brooks’s explanation of the present situation follows in
the next two paragraphs:

“The situation is really that although the economic situation is bet-
tering, still the political consciousness and the class struggle are sharpen-
ing. Capitalism has no way out to regain complete health. The situation
in the Entente is such that England and France are constantly at odds.
America is at odds with the rest of the world. This leads to a great
complication of interests. Thus the revolutionary movement is solidifying.
Ireland endangers the position of Great Britain on the Continent.

“Germany is the greatest proletarian power, with seventy per cent
urban population. The bourgeoisie cannot for any length of time hold
power. The slogan of a proletarian government by the German Com-
munist party is not artificial, but is based on the desires of the proletariat.
Germany is the seed of Europe. France is so closely connected with Ger-
many that an uprising in Germany would ultimately lead to a revolution
in France.”

Comrade Brooks went on to report on conditions in Italy, Hungary,
Czechoslovakia, Poland, Finland, Japan and Russia, painting the picture
in brilliant colors for his American hearers, turning every defeat of Com-
munist plans to victory by twisting the significance of the developments
which led to the defeat and claiming the results as satisfactory to the
Communists. Among other wild claims he made was that Russia herself
had contributed ninety-nine per cent to, the relief of the famine sufferers
of that country. Then he turned to America.

“The American situation. What has happened? Much and better.
The Communist party in America sees more concretely, more definitely, its
goal and also sees the methods. The tactical questions were never so
intensively discussed as during the last year. This will fit them to take
the lead in the class struggle. As far as results go nothing is to be seen
as yet. Are we better or worse off than we were last year? Better, be-
cause the party exists and knows why it exists. It is more fit for the
purpose of the Communist party than it was last year.”
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Inasmuch as they were among themselves at Bridgman there was no
need of pretending that the work of the Communists was legal. The differ-
entiation of the legal and illegal branches was made clear, and the fact
that the illegal branch is regarded as the more important and the con-
trolling branch is plainly stated. For it is in the work of the illegal
branch of the organization that the violations of the laws of the country
are committed, the conspiracies fathered by Moscow and imposed upon the
party in America are carried out. The report of the Adjustment Com-
mittee, of which Robert Minor was chairman and of which Brooks and
Reinstein of Moscow were among the members, consisted of revolutionary
resolutions, which were adopted, as follows:

“l. To multiply tenfold the activities of the whole membership of
the Communist party in the trades unions is not only a question of the
life and death of the party, but, alongside of another form of the work
among the masses, the best counterbalance against controversies that tear
the party to pieces.

“2. The road to revolution in America leads over the destruction of
the power of the yellow leadership of the American Federation of Labor.
This aim can be accomplished only through work within the American
Federation of Labor for the conquest of this organization. Therefore it is
the main task of the Communists to work in the American Federation of
Labor.

“3. The main goal of the Communists in their trades union work is
the unification of all organized labor into one federation.

“4, The work in the independent unions must be carried on in the above
spirit. The necessary and right amalgamations (not artificial ones) of
independent unions within a certain industry or in local councils should
be influenced by the Communists so that they are not carried through in
a separatist spirit against the American Federation of Labor but as a step
toward the general unification of labor and in support of the work within
the American Federation of Labor.

“S. The tendency for the formation of a national federation of inde-
pendent unions or the amalgamation of local councils into a competing
federation against the American Federation of Labor is harmful.

6. The existing councils wishing to affiliate with the Red Trades Union
International should not be discouraged but should be attracted under
the condition that they support the trades union program of the party.”

ILLEGAL PARTY MUST CONTINUE

“l. The illegal Communist party must continue to exist and must
continue to direct the whole Communist work.

“2. The open work in all forms and especially in Number Two! is the
main task of the party.

“3. A legal Communist party is now impossible. Should conditions
change, only a convention can change the party’s policy.”

1 The legal branch.
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RELATIONS OF ONE AND TWO:

“1. According to the thesis of the Second World Congress of the Com-
munist International the réle of the Communist party in the Proletarian
Revolution is, ‘The Communist party is the organized political lever by
means of which the more advanced part of the working class leads all the
proletarian and semi-proletarian mass.’

“2, The Communist party in its revolutionary outlook does in no
country feel itself bound by the existing laws forced upon it by the bour-
geois class state; not only in the historic revolution which it strives to
bring about and which naturally cannot be carried out legally, but also
in its activity in the period of preparation does the Communist party and
the fighting proletariat come in open conflict with bourgeois justice and
the organs of bourgeois state apparatus. Whether in spite of these facts
the Communist party can exist as an open party, tolerated by the enemy
as a so-called legal party, or whether it must exist as an illegal party de-
pends upon a number of circumstances which differ in various countries
and from time to time. Even an open Communist party nmust be armed
for the eventuality of exceptional laws against it and also for the carrying
out of many permanent tasks it must maintain an illegal apparatus. The
present situation in America makes the existence of a legal Communist
party, as it exists in Germany, France, Italy, etc., impossible. In spite of
all differences America belongs in the category of countries like Finland,
Poland, Roumania, Jugoslavia where the Communist party must be illegal.
In spite of the fact that lately an extension of the possibilities of legal
activities has taken place, prospects for the possibilities of an open Com-
munist party within a reasonable length of time do not exist. The Amer-
ican illegal Communist party, therefore, is and remains The Communist
party, the only section of the Communist International in this country.

“3. The centre of gravity of the Communist party lies in its open ac-
tivities. The whole open work of all Communists in the legal political
field, in the trades unions and all other organizations, and in the press,
must be directed by the Communist party. The direction of this whole
open work will not lead to a neglect of the illegal party work but, quite
the contrary, will instill the party with real life and give its work political
significance. It will direct its attention to the great problems of the
struggle of the proletariat. It will establish the real connections between
the party and the masses and their struggle. If in the future Number
Two should become a revolutionary mass party which can openly and
unrestrictedly operate as and call itself a Communist party, then the
present underground organization will become an illegal apparatus within
that party and must be adapted to the new situation and new functions.
For the practical carrying out of these policies the following rules must be
observed:

“A. In all their activities the Communists are subject to the directions
and discipline of the party.

1 Illegal and Legal.
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“B. Every member of the Communist party is in duty bound to be
active in Number Two.

“C. The Central Executive Committee will see to it that the directing
body of Number Two will be subject to its guidance in the composition of
its membership as well as in the execution of the political directions of
the Central Executive Committee. All meetings of the Number Two must
be prepared for by the Number One. This is especially important for the
conventions of the Number Two which, under present conditions must be
preceded by a convention of the Number One.

“D. The same holds true for local party committees.

“E. The meetings of party committees of Number One as well as the
organizations and groups of Number One must be devoted, along with inner
organizational questions, mainly to discussions of plans of action in the
open work. These meetings must not duplicate and thus hinder the open
work but must become the driving force of the open activities.

*“F. The Number Two shall be recruiting ground for the Number One
and must be the constant source of new forces.

“G. No member of the Number One is allowed to neglect Number One
work but must be in constant touch with the illegal organization. This
must give the members backbone and direction for the open work.

“H. The Central Executive Committee publishes monthly an illegal
organ for the discussion of important party questions to be distributed
among party members and sympathizers. By actual work the Central Ex-
ecutive Committee must keep in constant touch with the membership so
that its decisions are not carried out by purely mechanical means, but
also and more important, by a thorough understanding of party policy
and technique on the part of the membership.

“l. The publication of illegal propaganda and agitational literature
for mass distribution shall be adapted to political necessity whenever the
legal possibilities are exhausted.”

TO PROLETARIAN DICTATORSHIP

“1.—The program of the Number Two must be short. A manifesto
which in short, concise sentences, not in the form of a narrative or a
syllogism, contains the declaration of principles.

“2.—The red thread of the program is the idea and the practice of the
class struggle. In this connection mass-actions should be dealt with.
This part must be American; it must deal with partial struggles of the
American masses as well as with the general struggle of the thirty million
of American workers. In this portion must be stated the basic elements
out of which our trade union tactics are developed. The fundamentals of
the United Front should be here expressed.

“3.—The political part must lead up to the climax of the proletarian
dictatorship. This formula appears in contradistinction to the dictator-
ship of the capitalists. American democracy must be analyzed. Rule of
the thirty million for the overthrow of capitalism as against rule of Wall
Street for the conservation of exploitation. Soviet rule as the historic
form of a proletarian regime in the transformation period.
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“4.—One or two sentences may be inserted in a fit place dealing with
the yellows and reformists and against the policy of compromise.”

CENTRISTS IN THE WORKERS’ PARTY.

“The Workers’ party was organized to comprise not only Communists
but also sympathizers who, although not yet clear-cut Communists, gravitate
toward Communism and accept the moral and political leadership of the
Communist International and the Communist party of America. From that
point of view the decided non-Communists and anti-Communists (that is,
opponents of the existing Comintern), especially when they belong to the
caste of leaders, are not a desirable element in the Workers’ party, but
are a disturbing and at times even a dangerous element. Even though at
a certain period of development we are forced to accept such elements
on account of their important following, we must do everything in our
power to win this following for us as quickly as possible and to destroy
the influence of the non-Communists. * * To the question of whether it
would be better for us if they go sooner or if it were better they go later,
we answer: at the present moment an open breach would mean a split, a
weakening and compromising of the as yet extremely weak party. They
may therefore remain; but even now already our Communist work within
the Workers’ party must be doubled and trebled as well as our propaganda
for the Workers’ party.

“Especially dangerous are the positions of power of the centrists and
half-centrists in the daily papers. This condition must be remedied im-
mediately. First by organizational measures to get this press absolutely
in our control; secondly, by the open criticism of their mistakes in the
official organ of the Worker’s party which latter organ must be absolutely
in our control; thirdly, by the establishment as soon as possible of an
English daily paper:”

The “Coordination of Communist Activity in the Americas”* was dis-
cussed at length as a thesis presented to the convention. The chief point
made in this thesis was that the Communists of the United States must take
the lead in all Communist activity in the Latin American republics because
they brand the Latins as backward, lacking in intelligence and in no way
strong enough to accomplish anything without the support of the organ-
ization in this country. The capitalists of the United States were con-
demned utterly because they have invested so much money in Latin America,
but no credit, naturally, is given for the work of aiding the countries to
the south of the United States by giving employment to the people and by
developing the natural resources. This extension of capital for use in
Latin America is called “imperialism” by the Communists and the warning
is sounded that the American capitalists are thus extending their influence
for the purpose of finding labor to import into the United States to
break strikes. It is also stated in this thesis that:

“The introduction of an exotic capitalism into Latin American countries

1 This daily Communist paper was recently established in Chicago.
8 See Appendix A.
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has opposed to a backward and unripe proletariat the highly developed bour-
geoisie of the most powerful capitalistic nation in the world, with the
military resources of the United States at its command. The fight is
unequal. Isolated, the Latin American workers can not hope to defend
their interests successfully against their mighty adversary. They need
us as well as we need them. A proletarian revolution anywhere in Latin
America is well nigh impossible until there is a revolution in the United
States. Wall Street, with its billions of dollars imperilled, would crush
it immediately. American imperialism, economic and political, is the
instrument of exploitation throughout the western world. In Latin Ameri-
ca, as in the United States and Canada, the Class Struggle is a struggle
against Wall Street.”

Throughout the minutes of the convention, and also in all Communist
literature, the letter “X” is used to refer to the Trade Union Educational
League, of which William Z. Foster is the head and organizer. This is done
in order to aid Foster in his efforts to avoid conflict with the authorities
and to make the American people and his opponents in labor union
circles believe that it is not connected with the Cemmunist movement.
Foster was a member of the committee which drew up the resolutions on the
Relation of the Communist party to the Trade Union Educational League,
adopted by the convention. These resolutions provide specifically that
the illegal branch of the party must always be in control of the League.
They read as follows:

“].—The party recognizes the ‘X’ as one of the most important factors
for the revolutionizing of the trade and industrial unions and therefore
will take all the necessary measures in order to develop and strengthen it
through the active participation of the membership of the party to its work.

9 —The formulation of the trade union policies by the party must be
based upon the closest contact of the party with the experiences of the
trade union nuclei.

“3.—The general control of the Number One nuclei within X as within
all other organizations must be in the hands of the party and not in the
hands of the special committees.

“4—Contact must be established between the executive committees of
the party and the executive committees of the X.

“5 —Number One nuclei within the X must be made to function
regularly.”

The most important event, in the eyes of the delegates, was the speech
of Foster himself before the convention. His hostility to Samuel Gompers
and to the American Federation of Labor, of which Foster is a member,
was shown in his address. He told of the work done among the railroad
workers and the miners leading up to the strikes of 1922. He counselled
violence in overthrowing the Government of the United States. He told of
his dealings in person with the authorities in Moscow and how the leaders
in Russia understood the situation in this country. His speech in part
follows:
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“The fate of the party depends upon its control of the masses. The
trade union work is one of the most important things in order to get control
of the masses. The influence of the masses can be measured by the amount
of control we happen to have in the trade union work in all tountries. We
have seen the Socialist party here go to pieces, more so than in any other
country of the world. The Socialist party in Germany suffered, but not
like the Socialist party here. It is practically outside the labor move-
ment. There is nothing left of it.

“One of the prime reasons is that the Socialist party in this country
never understood the importance of industrial work; never had an indus-
trial policy. It seemed to go along on the idea that the Secialist party
should be an organization of citizens in general, and did not realize that
the foundation had to be the workers, and not only the workers but the or-
ganized workers. The Socialist party never realized that the key to the
working class lies through organizations that carry on bread-and-butter,
cvery-day struggles. The consequence was that the Socialist party has
wavered ever since it was formed. The Socialist party never crystallized
itself. It fell into the hands of Debs, and Debs has been a man who has
never really grasped the significance of mass organizations. As a con-
sequence, the Socialist party developed a wing that stood for dual organ-
izations, a left wing. The right wing stood for working in trade unions
in mild milksop fashion. They used the trade unions merely as vote-
getting machines. They did not attach first-rate importance to them. The
left wing, led by Debs, Haywood and others, had the idea of dual organi-
zations, the right wing had an idea of going along in trade union work
mildly.

“The result was a compromise between the two positions. They en-
dorsed the principle of industrial unionism but failed to direct the active
work or attempt to put it into practice. The Socialist party had an in-
dustrial program, but they failed because of lack of organized effort.
When the war came along, the Socialist party took a stand against the war.
The result was that Gompers by controlling strategic points was not only
able to sway the masses in favor of the war, but the whole working class
as well, and the Socialist party failed to realize the necessity of intrenching
itself in these masses and found itself at the end of the limb, amounting
to nothing. The whole working class turned against it because it was
foolish enough to allow their unions to remain in the hands of the bureauc-
racy. The split that came along completed the job because of their faulty
industrial policy. They could have withstood solidly but, because they
had no backing of the workers, they collapsed.

“The Communist party is not going to make the same mistake. This
laying so much stress on the importance of the trade union work is one of
the most helpful features of the movement. When we lay stress on the im-
portance of this work, we realize that we must capture the trade unions if
we want to get anywhere. Different Communists differ as to the importance
of capturing the unions in the revolutionary struggle. Some say that the
trade union, does not amount to anything; that it is just a neutral organ-
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ization and will never become a revolutionary unmit. Others say that it
is one of the really revolutional instruments of the workers and will function
as such in the revolutionary struggle. Syndicalists take the position that
trade union work is the only thing. Although we may differ as to the
positive value of the trade union work, we must agree with the negative,
namely, that it is absolutely impossible to have a revolution in the
country unless we will control the mass trade unions. This fact alone
should justify the policy that the Communist party of the United States
is working out. If we wish a revolution, we must have their support.

“After our delegation came back from Moscow last year, it brought
with us a program which we thought was a good practical program for
this country, and we want to tell you this—a lot of people say that those in
Moscow do not understand the situation. I want to dispute that. 1
found in the Red Trades Union International and in the Communist Inter-
national and generally in Moscow, a keen understanding of the fundamentals
of our situation in this country. I can say that I found a better under-
standing of the general fundamental situation in America than we can boast
of here. It was a peculiar thing to find men like Radek and Lenin telling
American revolutionary organizations that their industrial policy was
wrong. Radek said, ‘Your delegation that you had here at the previous
congress of the Communist International seemed to be too anxious to get
away from the trade unions.” They do not know details but understand
basic principles of trade unionism, and these fellows were too anxious to
find excuses to run away.

“Radek knew that these fellows were wrong because of his general
knowledge of the international situation and fundamentals of the labor
movement. Radek stated that every policy that we are now undertaking
we should put into effect. Every leading man in Russia took that position.
The important thing is that we finally arrived at a practical foundation
for a trade union policy in this country. We came back with this policy
and started to put it into effect. It was laid before the Central Executive
Committee and endorsed and also before the Number Two and endorsed,
and we were instructed to undertake to organize the Trade Union League.
We began in February. The program initiated was to simultaneously
set up groups in all parts of the country. It was a very good conception
and should have worked out better than it did, but unfortunately most of
the people were not clear and did not get as good results as should have
been gotten.

“However, we succeeded in establishing branches of the League in
practically all important centres of the country. Some of these branches
are small, but I think we have reached the point of development where we
no longer measure the importance of revolutionary organizations by size.
In some places where there are only one or two men, more results are ob-
tained than where they have larger organizations which spend time fight-
ing and not doing real work. We formed this league, but in forming it
we were under a great disadvantage. We did not dare to say it was a
Communist organization. It was necessary to camouflage to a certain
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extent, and for that reason it had to start differently. The ideal way
to have started this league, was to call a national conference and there
adopt a program, endorse the Red Trades Union International program
and send it out broadcast. We were unable to do that because it would
immediately have been labeled Communist. The alternative was to start
it and have the Chicago league function as the national organization un-
til it had union connections established and could call a national con-
ference. That has been the proposition up to the present time. The
Chicago League served as the national organization. We picked its ex-
ecutive board which mapped out a policy and served as a national organ-
ization. We now have reached the stage where we can call our national
conference.

“Before I touch on the conference, I would like to say that we started
this League with an idea to making it a paying organization, but we had to
abandon this idea. In spite of the financial loss, we had to give it up, be-
cause the American labor movement is in such a state and the bureaucracy
is so ruthless and so weak that we run a great danger of expulsion for dual
unionism, and it was necessary to have an organization that did not carry
cards but more of a diffuse proposition so that they could net put a finger
on it and clean it out.

“In France they started out with a policy of accepting affliation from
organizations endorsing its program. It was a left block organization. The
program was very general in character, to overthrow the yellow bureaucracy.
The affiliations from local and national unions and sympathetic ones even-
tually resulted in fact that the bureaucracy was able to charge them with
having a dual labor movement, and convinced the rank and file and the
French trade unions that the R. S. C.» was in reality a dual labor movement,
and not only convinced a great portion of them that that was the case, but
also convinced the leaders of the R. S. C. themselves that it was an unad-
visable thing.

“The reason urged for the split was that it was a dual organization.
Before the split occurred, the R.S.C. abolished the proposition of accepting
affiliations and therefore their organization, to some extent, was on the same
basis as the Trade Union Educational League, but it was too late. The
fight was made and even by stopping the affiliations it did not have the
desired effect of taking away the unions. When the R. S. C. was formed
it in many respects was analogous to our own league except that it was dom-
inated by syndicalists, and the Communists were in a minority, whereas in
the United States the league is in the hands of the Communists. They paid
no attention to excepting dues when discussion on fupdemental policy was
adopted. Afterwards they found out that it was a gtedt handicap. . We de-
cided to accept neither affiliations nor organizatioys without dues, but rather
function in a more advanced manner, at least urtil we were well intreached
on a firmer basis without danger of expulsion. We have succeeded in making
an inroad into a number of organizations. In facf, I find that-the Arierican
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trade union movement is very receptive to a great deal of the program.

“The situation on the railroads: we have carried on work not only
in the mining districts, but were particularly successful in the railroad
trades. To show the ripeness of the American trade unions for this kind
of proposition, to concentrate on explaining the situation will be as good
as any. We started out with the railroads with a program of industrial
unionism. There are sixteen organizations on the railroads. We started out
with laying stress on the proposition of industrializing the situation, and
started a movement for amalgamation. The trade unions connected with
the Trade Union Educational League were instrumental in sending out several
thousand letters through local unions. In the face of the convening of the
railway employees’ convention, we sent out a letter with the idea of industrial
organization to the rank and file and delegates to that convention (500),
ninety-eight per cent being highly paid officials getting from $400 to $700
a month, more than the presidents. When the convention came together,
Knudson and I spoke to as many delegates as we could and the result was
that between sending out these letters and one meeting, we set up a stampede
among the delegates of the convention and had a majority on record for
our program.

“This shows conditions as they were at the convention. Samuel Gompers
came to Chicago for the purpose of spiking the league and preventing it
from having any effect on the convention, and he held a public meeting
and advanced the league as being financed by Moscow and out to destroy
the unions. He sent a man there to address the workers. He was denied
the right to speak to the convention, but in spite of all that, we succeeded
in stampeding these under-officers for that much of the program. Could
that happen in France or any other country where a lot of fellows could
stampede a convention of high-paid officials? It could not be done. In
no other movement in the world is there such a thing. If we were able to
stampede the majority of this convention, what can we do with the rank and
file? The president of the railway employees’ department issued a challenge
to me to the effect that these people who talk industrial unionism should
help them get down to something concrete and something definite.

“We drafted a program for industrial unionism and sent out 11,000
copies to every trade union in America. This cost the party absolutely
nothing. It was so organized as to pay for itself. The trade unions in
Minneapolis and St. Paul raised the money and circularized all the railroad
unions in the country. We knew that the strike was coming along and tried
to be on the job. The strike occurred with the result that there was the great
object lesson of .bosses using one section to defeat the other. The leaders
were cowards and did-got dare tell the men that the brotherhoods were at

work. It fell upom gur-league to show the men this. We were the only
element-in America to point out the lessons of this strike. The leaders did
not dare to mention it and we did it. The result has been that our propa-
ganda has run like wildfire through the railroad men of the country.

%Gy ‘far in the railroad situation we have merely talked industrial union-
ism to them. We have not raised the issue of the Red Trade Union Inter-
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national and various other issues. If we have not raised them our enemies
have and in the campaigns wherever the officials have taken a hand in it,
they said that the Trade Union Educational League is purely a Communist
organization, and the rank and file know definitely whom its program has
come from and what is involved. In such a desperate state, and destitute
of leadership on the part of any of the officials, they are accepting it any-
how. During the strike I could go before them and talk anything at all. The
wall has broken and we have succeeded in getting a grip in these organiza-
tions and have got them coming our way. We have got to break the mo-
nopoly of the press.

“The bureaucracy of the trade unions has got the press which is one
of the secrets of control, and we must try to aim at that—the breaking of the
monopoly of the press, and with the great volume of sentiment we could
succeed. :

“I am not trying to overstress the importance of industrial trade union-
ism. The workers of America are ready for new ideas. There is nothing to
be got from the old machine and if we will go to them, they will listen to
what we have got to say. In our conference we should be very careful about
the program that we adopt. As far as I am concerned, we should adopt
a clear-cut revolutionary program. Adopt a proposition indorsing Russia
and indorsing the dictatorship of the proletariat in Russia. Adopt a reso-
lution calling for the affiliation with the Red Trade Union International
without qualifications. Adopt a program calling for industrial organiza-
tions, and adopt a revolutionary program as a basis of our work. Popularize
it and let it be spread broadcast. It is a sirange thing that some of our
men who are most extreme radicals left us and advocated the idea that we
go careful on the industrial field. It is a strange situation, but natural.”

The relations of Number One and Number Two, that is the illegal and
legal branches of the party, to each other was sét forth in a thesis that was
adopted by the convention.* It was prepared with great care by an important
committee of which J. Lovestone, executive secretary of the party in Amer-
ica, was chairman. It provides for the permanency of the illegal branch set-
ting forth explicitly that even after the Communist party becomes strong
enough to come out in the open the illegal branch will be necessary to
direct the conspiracies of the party. It says at the outset, in discussing the
“necessity of a Communist party”: “all experience in the modern class
struggle proves that the working class can emerge victorious only after de-
veloping an organ of leadership in the form of a highly disciplined Com-
munigt party, thoroughly conscious of revolutionary principles gpd tactics.
The first task of the Communists is, therefore, to develop such a party.”

The authors of this thesis point out that while education and propa-
ganda are necessary in preparing for the final great armed revolution, it is
more important that all Communists have a major task in the “participation
in all the struggles of the workers as the most active force.” The inciting
“masses,” not individuals or even small groups, to violence is held to be

1 See Appendix B.
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the chief effort to which the Communists should lend themselves. It holds
that “the leadership of the masses of the exploited can be attained only by
directly engaging in all their struggles together with the masses of the
workers.” It is then urged that political organizations are necessary and
states that “in America it has become the most urgent, immediate task of the
Communists to secure a public, open, so-called ‘legal’ existence as an organ-
ization.” The significance of the following paragraphs is obvious.

“A truly revolutionary (i. e. Communist) party can never be ‘legal’ in
the sense of having its purpose harmonize with the purpose of the laws made
by the capitalist state, or its acts conform with the intent of capitalist law.
Hence, to call a Communist party ‘legal’ means that its existence is tolerated
by the capitalist state because of circumstances which embarrass the capi-
talist state’s efforts to suppress it. The revolutionary party can avoid sup-
pression into a completely secret existence only by one or both of two means:

“a, By taking advantage of the pretenses of ‘democratic forms’ which the
capitalistic state is obliged to maintain. By this means the Communists
can maintain themselves in the open with a restricted program while estab-
lishing themselves with mass support.

“b. (Later stage) By commanding such mass support among side masses
of workers that enable them to proclaim publicly their final object in the
revolutionary struggle and manoeuvre openly to attain this object regardless
of the desire of the capitalist state to suppress it. It is necessary at the
present time (and circumstances make it the most urgent immediate need)
to resort to the first of the before-mentioned methods of open contact with
the working masses; which means to maintain an open political party with
a modified name and a restricted program.” :

The thesis continues:
“A legal political party with such restrictions cannot replace the Com-

munist party. It must also serve as an instrument, in the complete control of
the Communist party, for getting public contact with the masses. It must
mobilize the elements of the workers most sympathetic to the Communist
cause, with a program going as far toward the Communist program as pos-
sible while maintaining a legal existence. It must, with a course of action
in daily participation in the workers’ struggle, apply Communist tactics and
principles, and thus win the trust of the masses, and prepare them for the
leadership of the Communist party.”

Again it is declared that:

“The overthrow of the capitalist system can only come through the
overthrow of the capitalist state.”

“To accept this view is to accept the certainty that the capitalist state
will find itself in violent conflict with the masses led by the Communist
party. While the capitalist state retains the governmental machinery, and
as the struggle grows sharper in approaching the final struggle, the capitalist
state will inevitably strike again and again at the revolutionary party in the
effort to destroy it. After the Communist party shall have established itself
in the open, it must be prepared for and must expect to be driven out of a
‘legal’ existence from time to time. The Communist party must at all times

[341



THE RAID AT BRIDGMAN

be so organized that such attacks cannot destroy it. It must perform its
functions of leadership in the class struggle no maiter what tactics the ruling
class adopts—open as far as possible, secretly as far as it must.”

For this reason, it argues, the underground machinery of the Communist
party, that is, the illegal machinery, is not merely a temporary device, but
is for permanent use.

“There is never a time,” it states, “previous to the final overthrow of
the capitalist state, when a truly revolutionary party does not have to per-
form a considerable amount of work free from police knowledge and inter-
ference. The Communist party will never cease to maintain its underground
machinery until after the establishment of the dictatorship of the proletariat
in the form of the Workers’ Soviet Republic.”

It is held to be necessary for all members of the legal party to become
members of the Number One, or illegal part of the party, and it is impressed
upon all members of the Number One to be supporters of the legal political
party. Then the thesis urges activity in the work of Communist party cau-
cuses, in the ranks of the trade unions, constantly striving to alienate con-
servative members of the unions from their conservative ideas, thus increas-
ing the sphere of influence of the radicals in the union ranks until they
become all-powerful.

The Pittsburgh District presented a thesis complaining of lack of action
at the present time. This thesis said that the party was not thinking enough
of its immediate work in America, was relying too much on instructions and
orders from abroad (meaning Russia), and that it was and always must be
largely in control of foreign elements because the English-speaking workers
always get the easiest jobs. It says: “The Communist party is not organized
for itself and for the satisfaction of idealists, but we are a rough fighting
organization, aiming to bring about a mass movement in this country led by
us.”

Comrade Lovestone also presented “a brief statement of the progress and
aims of the African Blood Brotherhood” which calls for a liberated race,
“liberated not merely from alien political rule, but also from the crushing
weight of capitalism”; absolute race equality, “political, social and eco-
nomic”; the fostering of race pride, “fellowship within the darker races and
with the class-consciousness and revolutionary white workers”; higher wages
and lower rents. The entire program is intended to incite the negroes to
attain by violence the ends specified.

The work of The World War Veterans was also highly commended by
Lovestone, who presented to the convention the constitution and by-laws of
the organization and a declaration of principles which has many revolution-
ary features. It declares its unalterable opposition to any form of compul-
sory military training, and to “any interference, official or unofficial, with any
right secured by us by the first amendment to the Federal Constitution.”
It also expresses sympathy with and states that the organization shares the
aspirations of “the people of India, Egypt, Ireland and Russia.”

The split in the Communist party of America in December, 1921, when
three members of the Central Executive Committee broke away from the
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majority members and continued publishing“their illegal paper under the
same name as that used officially by the party, The Communist, was taken
to Moscow for settlement. Each faction sent representatives to Moscow, and
the authorities there decided in favor of the majority, ordering the minority
faction to return at once to the fold and the majority faction to receive them
without prejudice. This in explanation of the following messages received
from Moscow and read to the convention. The first, a cablegram, reads:
“BOTH SALESMEN RETURNING HOME WITH FULL IN-

STRUCTIONS FROM BOARD DIRECTORS STOP POSTPONE

STOCKHOLDERS MEETING UNTIL THEY ARRIVE STOP AC-

KNOWLEDGE RECEIPT.”

This cablegram was signed “Block and Company” and apparently re-
lates to business matters. “Block and Company” are Comrades Jake Cannon
and Bittleman, agents for the majority faction sent to Moscow. They, of
course, are the “salesmen.” The “board of directors” is the comintern or
governing body of the Communist Third International, and the “stockholders
meeting” is the convention at Bridgman. If it had been postponed the raid
might not have taken place. The second message was a radiogram, also ap-
parently a business message, which reads:

“HENRY CURTIS DOW COMPANY INSTRUCTED QUIT

USE OUR FIRM NAME AND TRADEMARK STOP THEY MUST

DISSOLVE AND REJOIN OUR COMPANY IMMEDIATELY OR

LOSE THEIR STOCK STOP JOHN IS WIRING THEM TO QUIT

COMPETING AND ATTACKING OUR BUSINESS STOP YOU

MUST ACCEPT THEM WITHOUT PREJUDICE AND POST-

PONE SHAREHOLDERS CONFERENCE SO THEY CAN PAR-

TICIPATE.”

“Henry Curtis Dow” are the party names of the minority members
who seceded from the Central Executive Committee; the “firm name and
trademark™ are the Communist organ. “John” is John J. Ballam of Win-
throp, Mass., who was sent by the minority leaders.

Comrade Lovestone then read from the ‘“news letter’ sent out from the
party headquarters with instructions to “rush to every group” the informa-
tion that “Comrade Cook, member of the Presidium of the Comintern and
the Presidium of the Red Trade Union International, has been ordered to
return home (from Moscow) immediately, with full instructions from the
Communist International,” and urging all districts to hold themselves in
readiness to call hurried meetings to hear the instructions. He says in this
news letter that the Central Executive Committee, by a vote of five to five,
had decided not to postpone the Bridgman Convention in spite of instruc-
tions to do so. This was doubtless because of the preparations already
made for holding the meetings and the difficulties of disseminating the news
of the postponement without letting the secret be known.

The imperative need of a “united front” of the workers was also pre-
sented by Comrade Lovestone in a thesis on political activity.> After stating

1 See Appendix D.
3 See Appendix E.
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that “‘a united front of labor, a solid phalanx of the working class drawn up
in battle against the forces of the capitalist class and the capitalist state is
the prerequisite of the victory of the proletariat,” he declared that the groups
of workers already in the labor organizations and independent groups
of workers must unite to attain this end. Without mentioning names,
he referred repeatedly to the “treacherous leaders” of organized labor who
have fought the idea of the labor party, and cautions that because of this
the word “labor” must be kept out of the name of the new party. He ap-
proves the support of the labor organizations when they have united on an
independent candidate for office, but warns against lending support to the
labor unions when the latter are supporting the candidates of any other
party.

“The basis for a united political front,” he says in announcing the
program for the coming elections in the United States, “which will embrace
the working masses, has not yet been created in the United States. To enter
into a political federation with existing political organizations, none of
which has the support of the masses of the workers, would be to negate
the possibility of creating a real united front of the workers politically.
The Workers’ party will, therefore, as a rule, nominate its own candidates
in the coming elections and carry on its campaigns independently.”

In referring to the platform, he says: “The plaiform must raise as the
issues of the campaign immediate questions of the class struggle such as
unemployment relief, the open shop, the use of the injunction against the
workers, opposition to industrial courts, etc.” He also says that special per-
mission may be secured from the Central Executive Committee to place a
candidate on the ticket of an existing working class political organization if
it is impossible to launch an independent ticket.

An exhaustive report of the activities of the party, especially in rela-
tion to the organization itself, followed. This report bitterly assailed the
minority trouble-makers, and precipitated a scorching debate, but docu-
ments found by the authorities show that this trouble was settled by the resig-
nation of the three trouble-makers and the election of Robert Minor, A.
Wagenknecht and E. Browder in their places. This was in obedience to the
mandate from Moscow, and resulted in the unification of the party in Amer-
ica. This settlement of factional fighting within the party was followed by
the issuance of a ‘“‘special bulletin,” one copy to be sent to each group in
the country, with the injunction to “read this carefully: study each point
thoroughly; and then make sure this is put into action.” The bulletin deals
with the relations of the members in legal and illegal work of the party, and
states that the organization is enlarging its scope of work, and that new respon-
sibilities are imposed on each member. The features of the conspiracy laid
bare in this document, with the injunction of secrecy are foreign in nature
to the American mind, but are a part and parcel of the communist work.

“All members of the Number One,” says the bulletin, “must join the
Number Two, and activities of the latter are to be broadened as extensively
as possible. We have no room for anyone who does not participate whole-
heartedly. Number One must be strengthened by all possible means. No
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liquidators will be tolerated and all rights must be watched. Every mem-
ber of Number One must submit to an iron discipline in both Number One
and Number Two. If anyone is called upon to do a certain task, he or
she must carry it out unflinchingly. . .

“All addresses of connections of Number One must be kept in code, and
all incriminating material is to be kept absolutely safe; if possible out-
side of the place where you live. All records of Number One must be kept
safely and the identity of the members of Number One working in offices
or upon committees or in units of Number Two, as well as their relations
to Number One must not be exposed. . . . . All groups are to have
alternate captains. All branches are to have alternate branch organizers. . .

“We must endeavor to have a majority of our members on all impor-
tant committees, and all our members to fill the offices of Number Two. . . .
Use nothing but the Real Names in Number Two. Get used to speaking in
terms that will not in any way reveal connections with Number Omne. Do
not discuss any of the specific affairs of Number One in meetings of Number
Two.”

Under the head of Industrial Activities the bulletin says:

“The proper conduct of this line of activities is dependent upon the
alertness and understanding of our forces, and must be controlled and
guided by Number One—the same principle applies here as was laid down
before, that all decisions as to policies and fundamental principles, as well
as tactics, are to be decided upon by Number One before being carried out
in Number Two. We must organize nuclei of members of Number Two,
and work as a unit within these nuclei, and become a live factor in all the
activities; but at all times keep our forces intact. We must endeavor to
create left wing militant groups within the labor organizations in which we
must also become the leading factor.”

The end of this illegal, secret, mysterious convention came suddenly.
On the afternoon of August 20, William Z. Foster saw on the grounds a man
whom he recognized as a Government official. Within a half hour he was
on his way to the railroad station at Bridgman with several of the other
delegates. He did not warn his comrades but promised to send more watchers
from Chicago. The next day the watchers in the town of Bridgman reported
the presence of Chicago detectives arriving in town. In view of these facts
the Presidium decided to end the convention that day and so notified Comrade
Caleb Harrison, who was presiding. The Presidium called a special meeting
for the final proceedings which were rushed through with machine-like speed.
It was then night, and no raid had come, but the delegates were warned of
their danger, the grounds committee advised everyone to leave, and the
records, private papers, etc., were buried in the hole already prepared for
such an emergency. But there was no train they could take from Bridgman
before morning so many of the delegates decided to stay in the grove. Dur-
ing the night several made their way carefully out of danger, and in the
morning the officers gathered in those who were left.
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CHAPTER 1WO

In PovriTicaL FiELDs

Existing political parties in the United States are more loosely organized
than ever before in their history. There is little party discipline and political
consciousness which involves deliberate consideration of party principles is
non-existent or at a low ebb. Therefore, political contests resolve themselves
into personal contests, and the tendency is towards a government of men
rather than government of laws. Many causes have contributed to bring
about this state of affairs but there has been no more potent one than that of
the Communist-radical movement itself. The objective is best illustrated
by the present political sjtuation in England, where party lines are more or
less completely obliterated and there has risen a workers’ party, controlled by
a secretly organized minority, with Moscow always in the background giving
moral aid and financial assistance. In other words, the realignment has
been along class lines. In the development of this realignment in the United
States, the revolutionaries have approached the objective by both direct and
indirect methods. There has been the formation of a direct action political
party, called the “Workers’ party” which is absolutely dominated by the
illegal Communist party, and in turn by the Third International at Moscow.
With the capture of the documentary evidence at Bridgman, Mich., the
political manipulations of this alien group are now thoroughly understood.
There can be no further doubt either of the objective or the methods which
are being employed.

But of the insinuating methods used under the cover of respectability
and regularity, methods of which secrecy is a prime requisite for success
and which will eventually bring about revolution by legislative enactment,
or pave the way for revolution by force, only too little is generally under-
stood. One difficulty which retards understanding of this angle of the prob-
lem is the necessarily complicated machinery which has been set in motion
to accomplish the result. Few people stop to square details with general
principles. The fact that there is now in Congress a bloc which is bent on
carrying out the detailed behests of the Communist party, repudiating at the
same time the name by which the movement should be designated, and that
this bloc is itself built up on class lines, is not an accident but the best
evidence of design.

Until that time has arrived when a workers’ or labor party has been
built up with sufficient strength to carry elections under its own name, the
gradual disappearance of the regular party lines may be expected. It is a
situation which presents very little natural opposition to those who would
use the machinery of party government for subversive purposes. In fact,
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it favors the entrance of radicals into the political field through regularly
established channels. The radicals have a positive program as opposed to
those more conservative who either have no program or one that is more
or less neutral. They have a positive advantage which is difficult to over-
come, and all of which is quite in harmony with recognized psychological
laws.

When a radical, having received the approval of the Republican or
Democratic party machinery, is presented to the electorate, the citizen must
vote in the last analysis for or against the Flag which in times past has stood
for certain definite principles. There is no middle ground. The choice is
usually made with no such thought in mind, for to make it a conscious thought,
there would be required a knowledge of men and events, a grasp of the
principles and science of government and the use of careful analytical powers
such as few possess. Consequently, mere inaptitude for political thought
which is a common characteristic, favors the election of the more dramatic
figure or that one which has a positive program no matter how fantastic or
opposed to sound principles that program may be.

The Communist party of America has presented candidates for office
many times to different electorates, under the legal emblem of the open polit-
ical organization known as the Workers’ party. 1In the raid upon the illegal
convention at Bridgman, William F. Dunne who at that very time was a candi-
date of the Workers’ party for the governorship of New York State, was
arrested. He was a member of the Central Executive Committee of the
Communist party of America, and by virtue of such membership, he was
one of ten who controlled the Communist movement in this country under
direct orders from the Executive Committee of the Third International at
Moscow. He is still (1924) a member of the Executive Committee of the
Workers’ party. It is not at all likely that Dunne could ever be elected as
governor of New York on any ticket. The Communist party of America
does not number more than 30,000 persons throughout the whole of the
United States, and a majority or more are aliens not naturalized. To hope
that as a party with this numerical strength the Communists could carry
an election is fatuitous even to them. The danger does not lie in this direc-
tion. A proper conception of the strength of the Communist party in the
political field can be attained only by recognizing the fact that a large number
of people and their political leaders are believers in political and economic
projects which are a part of the Communist party program, developed by
the Third International at Moscow but which in detail are not recognized
by them as a part of a definite and inclusive program. It is not permissible
to call such persons “Communists,” no matter how closely their ideals ap-
proximate those of the Communist party. One may include them within the
definition of the word “radical” but that word in reality means little. The
meaning of “progressive” has been utterly perverted, and its use to cover
a socialistic-communistic political movement can best be expressed “by a
shorter and uglier word” familiar to everybody.
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The objective of the Communist party is political and economic control
of the country through manipulation of an uneducated minority, using the
idea of communism as a means to an end. Those who are cleverly directing
the policies are certainly aware of the fact that all history shows the futility
of communism as a political system, and this raises immediately the ques-
tions as to their sincerity. But in the accomplishment of this objective, the
leaders are quite ready to use many things and people at this time which,
as their plans develop, would be of little or no use to them later. To the
Communists, present usefulness of a project might depend on many factors
such as the simple tendency to upset established customs or institutions,
inherent possibilities or value for agitation or the promotion of unrest,
violence and crime, the breaking down of family life, or the decrease of the
authoritative influence of religion. All or any would contribute to a state
of flux or an instability of which world revolutionaries would take full
advantage. The time for radical change in anything is not now.

Therefore, the political influence of the Communist party extends far
beyond the confines of its own membership, permeating the minds and con-
trolling the thought of large numbers who would violently resent the impli-
cation that they were Communists. The subversiveness of the Communist
party does not lie so much in the violence which it threatens but in the
insinuation of ideals and ideas which are undermining our representative
republican form of government. When these facts are taken into considera-
tion, the strength of the Communist party in political fields immediately
assumes a tremendous aspect. Under our present definition of the word
“radical” we are justified in regarding radicals as conscious or unconscious
tools of the Communist party, helping in the cause of world revolution,
brushing aside the question as to the willingness with which the tools might
accept such a designation.

The warning has gone forth from the headquarters of both major
political parties that there is danger of radicalism in their respective ranks.
The warning was entirely justified. The voter has no protection against
the insinuation of personages on political tickets whose ideals do not
square with those who were the founders of the Republic. Insinuations
of this sort, operating through the formation of nuclei, are not confined
to the political field. Agents are planted in labor unions, social and
society circles, and in eleemosynary organizations for the purpose of
gradually securing the adhesion of dissatisfied individuals and factions
for the support of the Communist cause or at least to secure the non-
opposition of the more conservative. This is done concisely and with de-
sign as a part of a plan. Again, in the field of politics, some candidates
for office running on “regular” tickets have the direct and secret support of
the Communist party and its friends, the backing of whom results from
definite promises. Other candidates, however, be it said to their credit,
stand squarely for honest Americanism and against the cohorts under the
Red banner which would destroy the American Government, home and
church.
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In formulating a judgment as to the activities of the Conference for
Progressive Political Action, due regard must be paid to all that has been
presented above. As an organization, it has chosen to assume a name
which misrepresents its political objective. It has made the gesture of
refusing to seat delegates from the Workers’ party which is the legal branch
of the illegal Communist party. Iis political program parallels that laid
down by the Moscow overlords in the “next tasks of the Communist party
of America” (Appendix F), and carried to its logical conclusion, would
lead to “workers’ control.” The program, therefore, is simply a means to
an end. Even the Executive Committee of the Third International at
Moscow, has no word of criticism for the Conference for Progressive
Political Action, for in discussing this organization in its thesis on
the “Workers’ party on the United Front” (Appendix E), it says in effect
that in the field of general politics now covered by the Conference, the
methods used are not applicable in the field of labor. From a technical
standpoint it may not be possible to designate the Conference for
Progressive Political Action as an important “front” for the Communist
party, or to place it along with the Friends of Soviet Russia as an open
legal branch of the Communist party of America. As a matter of fact, the
“Conference” is doing exactly the work which the Communist leaders .at
Moscow have evidently allocated to it, whether the personnel of the
“Conference” is aware of that fact or not.

To call it a socialist organization as opposed to communist is specious,
for in a thesis on tactics adopted by the Third International, the Moscow
group rightly say: “the realization of socialism is the first step towards the
communist commonwealth.”

Following is something of the history and personnel of the Conference
for Progressive Political Action, which has succeeded in attracting the
adherence of a part of the following of the late Theodore Roosevelt.

Townley and the Non-Partisan League, having stolen the machinery
of the Republican party in North Dakota, were finally driven from power
through operations of the recall. In July 1921, Non-Partisan leaders left
over from this defeat and Socialist party leaders of the more radical types,
met in Detroit and passed the following resolution:

“Be it Resolved: That the incoming national executive committee be in-
structed to make a careful survey of all radical and labor organizations in
this country with a view of ascertaining their strength, disposition and
readiness to cooperate with the socialist movement on a platform not incon-
sistent with that of the party.”

“This survey was made and it was found, as every one knows, that
there was a vast amount of unrest, distrust, ill feeling and class conscious-
ness; that the farmers were disgruntled at the fall in prices; that the work-
men were sore at the cut in wages; that the consumer was of the belief
that somewhere along the line he was not getting a square deal; that busi-
ness was in a bad way; that the persistent use of the term profiteer had
caused the people to believe every business man dishonest and unfair; that
the railroads, after being returned to their owmers, were having a hard
struggle to function properly; that money was tight, etc. In other .words,
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they found the very foundation upon which they hoped to lay their cam-
paign for political control most favorable. The only question was how
to proceed to gain that political control.”

“Committee meetings were held in November, 1921, and it was agreed
that any conference of all radicals called by the socialist party would fail
of its purpose. In consequence the call was not issued at the instigation of
radical leaders of some labor organizations, which had been drafted into
the great socialist scheme to nationalize the railroads of the United States,
under the name of the Plumb Plan. The actual call was headed by William
Johnston of the International Machinists’ Union, the leading union in the
1922 railroad strike and bore the name of LaFollette’s organization, the
People’s Legislative Service of Washington; of which Johnston is secre-
tary and treasurer. Johnston is a socialist and an ardent advocate of the
present Russian form of government.”

It is obvious that, to be effective, the interest of the radical farmer
must be aroused. To this end, it was no accident that Ben Marsh working
with Townley from the latter’s headquarters in Washington on the day
that Johnston sent out his call for delegates from all radical movements to
meet in Chicago, Feb. 20 and 21, 1922, sent out a call to the known rad-
ical farmer movements to have delegates meet in Chicago on Saturday,
February 18, 1922,

Both conferences met according to plan. Townley with his Non-Partisan
League, the LaFollette organization of farmers in Wisconsin, Marsh’s organ-
ization known as the Farmers’ National Council, and a few radical Granges
and farmers’ union, had delegates present. Marsh and Townley dominated
the meeting. “They proceeded with the usual socialist harangue of damn-
ing capitalism, and charged all defects in farming from short crops: to
grasshoppers to Wall Street. The socialist scheme of stealing party organ-
izations was endorsed. The name adopted for the amalgamation of all
radical farmer movements was The United Farmers National Bloc. A
pronounced radical was made president, and the present vice-president of
the Non-Partisan League made vice-president. Then the delegates to this
convention in body moved over Monday, to the radical convention called
by Johnston, in keeping with the socialist resolution to which reference has
been made.?

“In this Monday convention, February 20, 1922, were to be found dele-
gates from every radical movement in the United States, and while the
newspaper reports said the I. W. W. and the Communist were excluded, yet
it would appear from later articles in the New York Call, the leading
daily Socialist paper in this country, that they were not excluded, but were
present.

“Here again the system employed in the alleged farmers’ meeting was
adopted. Fiery speeches were made by radicals of all kinds. Capitalism
was blamed for all human ills. Soviet Russia was lauded. The man who

! Fred R. Marvin, “My Country, 'tis of Thee” (Beckwith) p. 8.
* Marvin--vide supra.
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pays the wages was condemned as tyrannical. The plan of the socialists
to unite under one common head all radical movements in the land was
approved. But no party name was adopted since it was not proposed to
act as a party, but rather to adopt the Townley scheme of ‘stealing’ party
names through going into the primaries of one of the old parties—the plan
g0 successfully employed in North Dakota and Wisconsin. The names
‘radical,’ ‘socialist, ‘labor,” ‘farmer,” ‘industrial,’ etc., which had been
used in the past were dropped, and there emerged an organlization
known as ‘The Conference for Progressive Political Action,” to be directed
until the next convention to be held after election this fall, by a committee
of fifteen.

“This conference agreed that in the States which were to be attacked
through this system of stealing party names, local conditions should govern
action—that is, in one State it might be the Democratic party, in another it
might be the Republican party; in one State it might operate under the name
of ‘The People’s Reconstruction League’ and in another under some other
name, or it might operate without any accepted name—just work to ‘steal’
one of the party names.”

“This is the organization that is, today, directing socialist and radical
activities in a large number of states, including Colorado. The dropping
of every name employed in the past and adopting the term progressive, is
deceiving a large number of loyal persons. * *

“That the movement is of radical origin and not for the good of the
people, the State or the nation, is clear. First, referring back to the reso-
lution adopted by the socialist convention upon which resolution the call for
the conference that formed the Conference for Progressive Action was
based—and remember a similar call in 1907 by the same elements resulted
in the formation of the I. W. W. Further, from the time of the issuance of
this call socialist and radical papers had much to say of the good that would
result. Johnston was lauded in the socialist papers for his action and the
purpose was unanimously endorsed. For several weeks preceding the con-
vention, the New York Call, at that time the leading socialist paper in the
country, contained much laudatory comment of the proposed gathering.”

At that time the confederation known as the Conference for Progressive
Political Action consisted of the following organizations:

1. The “Big Four” Railroad Brotherhoods.

2. Railroad crafts which are a part of the American Federation of
Labor and which include the United Brotherhood of Maintenance of Way
Employees and Railway Shop Laborers, the International Association of
Machinists, the International Brotherhood of Blacksmiths and Helpers, the
Sheet Metal Workers, the Brotherhood of Railway Electrical Workers, the
Brotherhood of Railway Car Men, the International Brotherhood of Boiler-
makers, the Order of Railroad Telegraphers, the Brotherhood of Railway
Clerks, the International Brotherhood of Stationary Firemen and Oilers, and
the Brotherhood of Railroad Signal Men.

3. The United Mine Workers, affiliated with the American Federation
of Labor.

4. The Amalgamated Clothing Workers, an open, legal branch of the
Communist party.
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The Red Napoleon

Joseph Pogany, known in the
- Hungarian Communist party as
B Schwartz, his alias in the United
States being John Pepper and his
American party name, Joseph Lang,
is the representative of the Third
(Communist) International of Mos-
cow on the Executive Committee
of the Communist party of Amer-
jca. He was present at the illegal
convention of the Communist party
at Bridgman, Mich.,, but succeeded
in escaping capture. A check for
$25.00 signed by Bishop William
M. Brown of Galion, Ohio . (Epis-
copal) made payable to “Joseph
Lang” and similarly endorsed was
found on the grounds after the
raid.

Poginy was originally an Hun-
garian journalist, and has a long
career in promoting world revolu-
tion to his credit. The followinug
has heen written of him by an
eve witness. “Ile is still suspected
of having been the ringleader of
the gang which murdered Count
Stephen Tisza; he was responsible
for the agitation which, during the
Karolyi régime, made the reorgan-
ization of the army impossible; and
it was he who led the demonstra-
tion against the War Ministers,
Count Festetich and Barta, which ended in the resignation of those ‘last shadows of
the ancient régime.’ It was Pogany who protested against the proposed preventive
measures against the Communists in February and March, 1919; and it was he who
led the ‘naval’ detachment when it liberated Béla Kun-Cohen from his confinement
in the barracks of the First Honvéd Regiment in Ulldi-at, and who later on, after
the fight in Conti-utca, helped to prepare the way, both actively and passively, for
the final ‘triumph’ of March 21. His share in the work of demoralizing the army
predestined him for the post which he obtained, that of Commissar for War.”

Under Béla Kun-Cohen’s regime, Pogany in the space of four short months
became successively Commissar for Foreign Affairs, Commander-in-chief of the Red
Army and Commissar of Education. He was known to be heartily in sympathy with
the reign of terror as instituted and maintained by Szamuelly and his army of
“Lenin boys.”

During this period, there was an enforced production of Pogany's play
“Napoleon” in Budapest. This with his ponderous physiognomy and nimble mentality
secured for him the sobriquet of the ‘*‘Red Napoleon” or the “Bolshevik Napoleon.”
When Hungary was finally liberated from alien rule, Pogany escaped to Russia and
with Béla, Kun-Cohen presumably remained there for the following two years.

Pogany-Schwartz-Pepper-Lang was known to have arrived in America a few
weeks before the Bridgman Convention, with orders from Moscow for American
Communists and with instructions to take charge of the revolutionary forces in this
country. How he entered is not known, and for that reason, his presence here is
illegal-——an alien revolutionary. His first appearance was at a meeting of a radical
Jewish Federation in the Bronx from which there was a hasty exit. It appears
that during this secret meeting, a blundering policeman entered the hallway of the
building and began to ask innocent questions. The janitor, knowing what was going
on, gave the alarm and those present disappeared down the fire escapes to meet
again in another place. After the Bridgman raid Pogény disappeared, but was
known to be in correspondence with Communists as late as December, 1923, when
it was variously stated that he was in Canada with Béla Kun-Cohen or in Chicago.

Pogéiny speaks Hungarian, German and Russian but no English. His articles
in the Communist party publications are forceful and it has been said that when
he writes, it is with an authority and knowledge of the technique of revolution and
with an eye single to future events that is not equaled. A critical examination of
his literary work gives plain evidence that it is usually deleted of its more radical
thought to aveoid conflict with the authorities.
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5. The Non-Partisan League, composed largely of farmers in the North-
western States, which has received the sympathetic endorsement of the
Communist party of America.

6. The Farmers’ National Council.

7. The Farm Labor party, later merging into the Federated Farm-Labor

arty.
P )i; Women’s Trade Union League.

Of the original National Committee of the Conference for Progressive
Political Action, William H. Johnston was the chairman and Warren S.
Stone the treasurer. Some of the personal histories and connections of the
Committee are here given:

William H. Johnston, Washington; president, International Association
of Machinists; lecturer, Rand School of Social Science; National Advisory
Committee, National Labor Alliance for Trade Relations with and Recog-
nition of Russia; National Council, League for Industrial Democracy;
secretary-treasurer and member of the Executive Committee of LaFollette
People’s Legislative Service; vice-president, People’s Reconstruction League;
Board of Directors, Labor Publication Society; Executive Committee Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union. Has been accused of saying that he “sees
great a’x’dvantage in the establishment of a soviet government in the United

tates.

Warren S. Stone, grand chief, Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers;
member of the National Council, People’s Legislative Service; member of
Committee on Primaries of same organization; organizer of Labor Banks
in Cleveland and New York. As grand chief of the Brotherhood, he is
responsible for the political activities of its official journal and its ultra-
radical editor, Albert F. Coyle.

William Green, Indianapolis; secretary, United Mine Workers of
America.

Sidney Hillman, New York; president of the Amalgamated Clothing
Workers; has visited Soviet Russia and obtained concessions for the re-
establishment of the clothing industry in that country, capitalizing this by
selling stock to workers in this country; Defence Committee I. W. W. The
Amalgamated has been shown to be an open, legal branch of the Communist
party of America. Of the documents seized at Bridgman, there was a report
to Moscow of the work of organizing nuclei in trades unions by the Com-
munists in which it was stated: “At best the prospects of our influencing
the labor movement (in the United States) are mainly in the predominantly
Jewish organizations like the International Ladies’ Garment Workers,
Amalgamated Clothing Workers, Hat, Cap and Millinery Workers, etc.”
(See p. 136.)

Joseph A. Franklin, Kansas City, Kansas; president, International
Brotherhood of Boilermakers, Iron Ship Builders and Helpers of America;
member, National Council, People’s Legislative Service; member, Execu-
tive Committee, People’s Reconstructive Service.

E. J. Manion, St. Louis, Mo.; president, Order of Railroad Telegraph-
ers; chairman, Nominations Committee, Conference for Progressive Po-
litical Action; member, National Council, People’s Legislative Service.

Edward Keating, Washington, D. C.; editor, Labor, official organ of
the Conference for Progressive Political Action; former member of Congress
from Colorado. Of Labor, it has been said: “It is one of the most radical

and untruthful publications published. Its advocacy of violence is persist-
ent. There is nothing too scurrilous and even defamatory for it to print
regarding public officials and even the President of the United States. Its
untruthful campaign against the Supreme Court could not be equalled even

! Vide, Railway Review (Chicago), January 27, 1823.
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if openly presented by the Communist International and its well trained
corps of propagandists. Indeed, the language appearing in Labor and in
foreign Communist papers, impels one to believe the writing is that of one
and the same person.” * Keating was formerly Plumb Plan manager.
Morris Hillquit (Misca Hilkowitz), New York; national secretary,
Socialist party of America; joint publisher of the New York Call, Socialist
and pro-Soviet daily paper, now defunct; instructor and lecturer, Rand
School of Social Science; national council, League for Industrial Democ-
racy; National Committee, American Civil Liberties Union; one of the
original founders of the Intercollegiate Socialist League; contributing editor,
Labor Age; chairman, Committee on Organization and Finance, Conference
for Progressive Political Action. (Vide also Lusk Committee Report.)

Benjamin C. Marsh, Washington, D. C.; managing director, Farmers’
National Council; managing director, People’s Reconstruction League;
publicity representative, Plumb Plan League; advocate of Single Tax, and
nationalization of public utilities.

Jay G. Brown, Chicago; national secretary, Farm-Labor party; formerly
secretary of the National Committee for Organizing Iron and Steel Workers,
a position once held by William Z. Foster. He was also a former L.W.W.
organizer and was a director in Foster’s Trade Union Educational League,
a branch of the Communist party of America; Friends of Soviet Russia,
legal branch of the Communist party of America.

George H. Griffiths, Minneapolis; National Non-Partisan League.

Fred C. Howe, New York City; National Committee, American Civil
Liberties Union; special writer, Federated Press; Board of Directors, Co-
operative League of America; former Commissioner of Immigration (under
President Wilson) at the port of New York, “a position from which he
resigned following a congressional investigation into his alleged neglect of
duty and radical activities because of his unauthorized action in releasing
alien radicals held for deportation by the Department of Justice (Congres-
sional Record of 66th Congress, pages 1522, 1523) ;” chairman, Committee
on resolutions and member of National Council, People’s Legislative Ser-
vice; contributing editor, Labor Age; Defense Committee, I. W. W.; organ-
izer, School of Thought, Siasconset, Nantucket, Mass.

Miss Agnes Nestor, Chicago, Women’s Trade Union League, an organ-
ization which is regarded by the Communist party of America as a part of
its united open front against capitalism; assistant director, Bryn Mawr
Summer School for Women Workers in Industry, Bryn Mawr College;
Advisory Committee, Workers’ Education Bureau of America. Among her
other radical activities during the past twenty or more years, Miss Nestor
with Mrs. Raymond Robins organized an agitative parade in Chicago
designed to stimulate public interest in the release of Big Bill Hayward,
on trial for murder. The Chicago Tribune at the time called it an “anar-
chist parade.”

Basil M. Manly, Washington, D. C.; for many years a radical lobbyist;
director, People’s Legislative Service; author of publications distributed
by the Rand School of Social Science; contributing editor, Labor Age, a
weekly radical paper which is the successor of the Socialist Review, official
organ of the Intercollegiate Socialist Society; former member of the War
Labor Board and of the National Industrial Conference Board under Pres-
ident Taft; Defense Committee, I. W. W.

The above list comprises the names of those who directed the destinies
of the Conference for Progressive Political Action as originally made up.
There have been some resignations among those who regard themselves

1 The ‘“Searchlight Department” editorial page of the *“New York Commercial”, by
Fred Marvin, January 4, 1924,
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as among the more conservative, and the following ones have been added:

D. B. Robertson, Ohio; president, Brotherhood Locomotive Firemen
and Enginemen; member Committee on Resolutions, People’s Legislative
Service.

James H. Maurer, Harrisburg, Pa.; president, Pennsylvania State Feder-
ation of Labor; president, Labor Publication Society of Chicago, publisher
of Labor Age; member, National Executive Committee, Socialist party,
1921-1922; chairman, Workers’ Education Bureau of America; member,
National Advisory Committee, National Labor Alliance for Trade Relations
with and Recognition of Russia; lecturer, Rand School of Social Science;
member, National Committee, American Civil Liberties Union; member,
(alternate) Board of Directors, Co-operative League of America.

Benjamin Schlessinger, New York; president, International Ladies’
Garment Workers of America, subsidiary to the Amalgamated Clothing
Workers, open, legal branch of the Communist party of America.

H. F. Samuels, Idaho; farmer and merchant.

D. C. Dorman, Montana; farmer; member, National Council, People’s
Legislative Service; member, Executive Committee, People’s Reconstruc-
tion League; national manager, Non-Partisan League; secretary-treasurer
of the Montana State organization of the C. P. P. A. “Dorman swore that
he did not believe in the Constitution and was opposed to the Flag of the
United States; that the Flag was nothing but a rag, or words to that effect,
and that the Government was no Government at all and should be des-
troyed.” Affidavit of Judge L. J. Palda, case of Ray McKaig vs. Fr